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> 3 into the Company of ſome regular-bred Pa- 
; raſites. Their Portraits in Miniature at- 


tempted, A ſhort Comment upon Female 


| E may now ſuppoſe the Doctor 
and Mrs, Fillet upon pretty good 


Terms; that is to ſay, that he 


g had taken a ready-furniſhed Lodging for her 
y in a decent Part of the Town, and allowed 
rs her a Couple of Guineas a Week for her Main 
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her frog the rapacious Jaws of Deſtruc- 
tion. We may alſo ſuppoſe it was neceſſary 
tokeep this Step a perfect Secret to Lady D—, 
who, though extremely benevolent herſelf, 


was not deſirous that her Friend and Phyſician 


ſhould be overburthened with this Virtue, 
particularly towards her own Sex. Notwith- 


ftanding the Neceſſity there was of taking 
many . Precautions, and performing many 
Extra- operations, he found Means to elude 
any Diſcovery her Ladyſhip might make, by 


his want of Attention to her Health and Con- 
+ . ſituation. Yet he frequently dined with Mrs. 


Fillet, and almoſt conſtantly ſupped with 
her : In his Abſence he had fortunately pro- 
vided her with a Set of Bons-vivans, who 
prevented her falling into any State of Me- 


lancholy, or being troubled with a Deject ion 


of Spirits. | Amongſt the Foremoſt of theſe 
was ere who piqued himſelf upon 
being a d——4d honeſt Fellew. Fack had run 
through Ten thouſand Pounds, and a good 
Share of Health, in Purſuit of Jollity.— He 

had facrificed his Fortune and Conſtitution. 


to. Mirth and Frolic, and he NOW found à 
| State 


THE PARASITE. 3 
State of Mendicity the Goal of the Career of 
his Happineſs. 7ack had a greater Collection 
of double-entendre Toaſts, and ſung more 
humorous Songs, than any Choice Spirit 
about the Garden : He drew a long Cork 
with a peculiar Grace, and pronounced upon 

the Goodneſs of the Claret with uncommon 
Emphaſis. Theſe were doubtleſs ſufficient 


Recommendations for him to a good Dinner, 


and he did not fail to plead his Privilege 
upon every favofirable Occaſion, 

Mr. Skinflint was a Man of a very different 
Turn. He was poſſeſſed of an Annuity of 


One hundred Pounds a Year, out of which 


he ſaved Fifty, yer always appeared genteelly 
dreſſed, and eat aud dfank well —at other 
Men's Expence. Mt. Skinflint had the Art 
of inſinuating himſelf into the Women's 
good Graces, by applauding their Wit, and 
admiring their Perſons, yet in ſuch a Manner 
as never to create any Jealouſy on the Side 
of their teal Admirers. He had always fome 
little Story to tell, which he made pertinent 
to the Converſation that occurred, and gene- 


rally woncnded it with an indirect Compli- 
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ment to the Female Part of the Company, By 
theſe Means he paſſed for a very well-bred 
Man amongſt all the Women in genteel Keep- 
ing; and as his Manners and Converſation 
flattered their Vanity, ſo it tickled his Palate 
at a ſmall Price, having by this Means ſe- 
cured himſelf a Cover at almoſt every kept 
Table in the Purlieus of Covent-Garden 
and St. 7ames's. Thus did Mr. Skinflint 
paſs an eaſy, luxurious, indolent Life, fave 
Fifty Pounds a Year, with the Approbation 
and Eſteem of the Majority of the fine Wo- 
men of this Metropolis, and that ſatisfactory 
Reflexion that he was a Gentleman of a com- 
petent Fortune, This is a Reflexion that 
few, who are not in the Capacity of making, 
either know its Value, or are able to reliſh ? 
the conſolatory Savour it exhales. How ſa- i 
Jubrious to think a Man can ſtrut at large, 
wear his laced Coat and his Sword, give 
himſelf Airs, and do nothing How much 
ſuperior is this rational ſelf-important Being 
to a Plebeian, who, though he may have 
amaſſed ſome Thouſands by honeſt Induſtry, 
| cannot 
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cannot blazon a Coat of Arms, or call lime 


a GENTLEMAN ! | 
Mr. Stanza ſeldom miſſed a Day of pay- 


ing his Compliments to Mrs. Fillet; and he 


almoſt as frequently preſented her with a 
Copy of Verſes, an Ode, or an Acroſtic, 
which either played upon her Name, or 
chimed upon her Virtues. Mr. Stanza was 
doubtleſs a great Poet, if the Quantity and 
not the Quality of his Productions were o 
aſcertain the Standard of his Merit: Though 
we would not ſuppoſe him under any lunar 
Influence, it is certain he ſhone with more 


than common Brilliancy once a Month; and 


if you could not trace him by Initials tagged 
to an Enigma in the Univerſal, you might 


be certain of finding him in a Verſion in the 


Chriſtian's, or a Rebus in the Royal, Mr. 
Stanza is nevertheleſs reported to have ut- 
tered a good Thing, not knowing it to be- 
ſtole, which it muſt be acknowledged was a 
Crime he was often guilty of, As he was 
going to correct a Proof at his Printer's, he 


unluckily run foul of his Taylor in Pater- 


nyter-Row, who reminded him of a ſmall Bill 
xt B 3 which 


* 


6 THE PARASITE. 
which remained unpaid. © Why (ſaid Stanza) 
call upon me To-morrow Morning, and 1 
ce will give you a Draught of Helicon upon the 
te Bank of Parnaſſus.” I have no Objeftion to 
it (replied the Taylor) if Mr. Helicon i. is 4 
good Man and a Houſekeeper. 

Mr. Hazard was undoubtedly a Gentleman 
and a Man of Spirit : He had killed his Man, 
and thrown for a Thouſand ; but he had had 
a Run of ill Luck for ſome Time. Neither a 
Dupe nor a Duel had fallen to his Share for 
many Months ; ſo that he lived upon Honour 
and Fortune in the Perſpective, which he 
would however have found but very {lender 
Diet, if Mrs. Fillet, and ſome other Ladies of 
the ſame Stamp, who had formerly ſhared his 
Beneficence, had not turned a grateful Eye 
towards his preſent Neceſſities. But Mr. 
Hazard was far from being an agreeable Aſ- 
ſociate for the Doctor, as he had an utter 
Averſion to Gameſters, and looked upon that 
Sort of Honour, for which he declared him- 
ſelf ſo great a Champion, as little better than 
the Maſk of Villainy. For this Reaſon Mr. 
Hazard found it prudent to pay his Viſits to 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Fillet at ſuch Times as he thought Mr, 
Swallow's Abſence would render them the 
more, pleaſant to her and himſelf. N 
The Reader will be ſurprized to find the 
doughty, lofty, ſneering, ſarcaſtic, honour- 
able Captain. Mac Campbell among the Num- 
ber of the Doctor's preſent Gueſts; eſpeci- 
ally when he conſiders what a Cœolneſs ſuc- 
ceeded the Heat in Hyde-Park, and that 
Dick's menacing Penury had dried up all the 
Rivulets of their ſuppoſed Friendſhip. Yet 
the Captain did not think it any Diſparage- 
ment to wait upon Mrs. Fillet about Three 
o'Clock, praile her * and admire her - 
Paſtry. 
Mrs. Fillet, * theſe Five Boarders, Dick 


may literally be ſaid to have had in Keeping, 


as they ſcarce ever miſſed a Day of doing him 


the Honour of their Company. Our Hero 
Was not at this Period ſo thorough-paced @ - 


Paraſite as to know that the many Enco- 
miums that were paſſed upon himſelf and 
Mrs. Fillet were in fact only ſo many Recom- 
mendations of the different Regales they met 
with, and that all Subject of Eulogium 
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would have been removed if the Repaſt had 


been wanting. 


We have ſufficiently characterized Mrs. Fit 
let to point out that ſhe muſt have been a 
weak Woman, from her firſt Condeſcenſion to 


 Dick—the little Pains ſhe took in attempting 


2 Reconciliation with her Huſband by Means 
of her Father—the Facility with which Mrs, 
GC——y and the Upholſterer impoſed upon 
her.—All theſe are ſo many Lineaments of 
her want of Diſcernment and Judgment. No 
wonder then that ſhe ſhould fall a Prey to the 
Artifices and Inſinuations of Five regular- 
bred Toad-eaters and Sycophants, infenſible of 
Reproach and callous to Reſentment. No, 
Mrs. Fillet was thoroughly perſuaded of their 
Pretenſions to Gentility and Honour; and was 
therefore deeply penetrated with the Favours 
they daily conferred upon her, by the In- 


dulgence of their Company. 


SNN 
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CHAP. Il. 


Very ſerious Reflexions indeed !/— being the 
CHAPTER OF MORTALITY AND WILLS, 
very proper to be read by all People who 
think they are to die, and have any Thing 
to leave; and by all Lawyers who would 
chuſe to be employed in the Conveyance. 


” HAT a terrible Reflexion it is to 
wo People poſſeſſed of a fine Fortune 
* and a good State of Health to think, that 
* in Deſpite of their Wealth, in Deſpite of 
* their preſent Vigour, they are {till mortal; 
that neither Gold can bribe nor Youth 
* retard the cutting of the fatal Thread ! 
„The Parcæ are to be ſure moſt inexorable . 
* Jades !—and if it were not for Fear of ir- 
* ritating them too much and too ſoon againſt 
„me, I would certainly indict them, for 
| —— 


* 
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* many a horrid, barbarous, cruel, and in- 
human Murder that they have committed 
„ within the Bills of Mortality——to go no 
«arther,” © 

This Reflexion ſtruck Dick at a Time that 
he was no- way prepared for it—at a Time that 
he thought he had learned how to live, and, 
what is much more, procured the Means of 
doing it—at a Time he imagined he had 
baffled all the Wiles of the blind Goddels, 
and that he really had triymphed over For- 
tune: But here comes the Sequel. Whether 
the Preparations the Doctor adminiſtered to 
Lady D— were proper for her Conſtitution, 
whether he gave them in ſufficient or too 
great Quantities, or whether they were tov 
potent or not ſufficiently powerful ; theſe 
Points the Doctor alone can determine, as it 
was a Secret he acquainted nobody with. 
This much is certain, that ſhe never com- 
plained of any bad Effect ariſing from them; 
always 'took them chearfully, and ſeemed to 
conſider them as pleaſant and refreſhing 
Draughts. The Doctor's Arcanum being thus. 
reſcued from any Imputations, it remains now 


* 
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only to obſerve, that notwithſtanding its Ef- 
ficacy and conſtant Application, ſhe was ſud- 
denly taken ill on the 29th Day of December 
A. D. 1759, and departed this Life the 2d Day 
of January A. D. 1760. | 

This unexpected Stroke, this ſeeming Re- 
verſe of Fortune, was what threw our Hero 
into a melancholy Mood, and made him caſt 
out ſome Reflexions not altogether to the 
Praiſe of the Three worthy Siſters. He ſaw 
an End to all his golden Dreams ; no Bank- 
Note-Fees were now to be expected Phar- 
macy and the Counter ſtared him in the 
Face. 

In the firſt violent Agitations of his Grief, 
for the Loſs of Lady Down—'s Purſe, he had 
abſolutely forgot to enquire concerning her 
Will, though he had' repeatcdly heard her 
declare ſhe ſhould make one in his Favour, 
However having dried his Eyes, put his white 
Handkerchief thus bedewed in his Pocket, 
and called together the Servants of the Houſe, 
they found themſelves, by the Help of a ſmall 


Cordial, in a Capacity of going in Purſuit of 
her Teſtament, 


Her 


C queſts that ſhe has made by this Will.” — 


12 THE PARASITE, 
Her Lawyer, who was ſent for, being ar- 
rived, opened the Will; and having ac- 
quainted them that the Firſt Part he ſhould 
pals over, as it was Matter of F orm, he read 


as follows : 


Item, J bequea:H unto the dren 
Father Peter Skinner, my holy Con- 


felloz, a Legacy of Twenty Pounds a 


Pear, ariſing from my ſaid Eſtate in 
Hampſhire, foz the manifeſt Services he 
has already done my Soul; over and above 
Five Guineas a Pear, to be paid him foz 


Fikty Pears, foxpzaping One Day annu⸗ 


ally my afozeſaid Soul out. of Purgatozy. 
Item, J bequeath unto Roger Drivewell, 
my Wodp Coachman, the Sum of Three 
hundzed Pounds, foz his dutiful aud at⸗ 
tentibe Services, and in o2der to enable 
him to marry and ſettle in the Mozld, 
agreeable to his Perits. 


„ 'Thefe (ſaid the Lawyer) are all the Be- 


„Indeed (faid-Dick) and is there no Codicil | 


to it;?“ © None at all,” replied the Lawyer. 


Why 
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e Why then (ſaid he) I am pretty certain 
* there muſt be another of a ſubſequent 
« Date.” And propoſing a ſecond Search, Mr. 
Skinner flew into a violent Paſſion, declaring 
that ſhe never took any Step of ſo much Con- 
ſequence without conſulting him. Dick til 
perſiſted in his Reſolution of examining, which 
the Coachmen by this time as ſtrenuouſly op- 
poſed as the ather Confeſlor ; and they cer- 
tainly would have carried their Point and this 
Will to be regiſtered at the Commons, if the 
Lawyer had not declared, that he did now re- 
collect ſhe had made a ſubſequent Will, which 
they preſently found, wherein Dick had a Be- 
queſt of 1500 J. leaving her Soul to work its 
own Way out of, Purgatory, and paſling over 
in Silence all Roger Drivewell's dutiful and 
attentive Services. Upon this Diſcovery Fa- 
ther Skinner was more irritated than ever 
faying, at one Time, he was ſure. ſhe was 
damned beyond any Poſſibility of ſaving, and 
at others inſinuating that he believed the laſt 
Will to be a Forgery. Notwithſtanding theſe 
Inſinuations, Law and Phyſic for once got 
the better of Religion, and Lady D—'s real 
| Laſt 


Fung 
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laft Will and Teſtament was accordingly 
executed, 

In ſearching for this valuable Teſtament, 
they met with the Copy of one which had 
been made by Lady D— 's Father; an 
Extract of which we ſhall ſubjoin to this 
Chapter of Wills and Mortality without any 
further Apology. | 


Item, J bequeath the Twenty thot:ſand 


Pounds, which J expect from the Parlia- 


ment fo2 the Diſcovery of the Longitude, 
to my well-beloved Siſter Jane, and the 


Meirs of her Body lawfully begotten ; | 


together with all Aggregate Interelt 


thereon, {rom che Time of its Dilco⸗ 
Very. 


Item, J bequeath all the Pꝛoduce of the 
Philoſopher's Stone (which Jam on the 


Point of finding cut) after the Papment 


of the National Debt, to my well⸗be⸗ 


laved Son Richard, and the Beirs of 97 


Bodp lawfully begotten, 


Item, J bequeath all the Lands whe eto 
oh am to ler Claim in North America (which 
ar? 
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are net pet diſcovered) to my well⸗beloved 
B2other Daniel; together with all Quits 
Rents, &c. &c. &c. At the lame Time 
relerving all ſuch Gold Pines as may be 


thereupon dilcovercd, as Part of the Phi⸗ 


lolopher's Stone, to my laid Bother 
Richard. 
Item, J bequeath all mp dlozks in 
3 upon the Occult Sciences to my 
well⸗ beloved Daughter Elizabeth Lady 
D, and the Heirs ol her 1Body law⸗ 
fully begorten. 
Item, J bcqueath all my Lands in nu- 


bibus, together with the great Chain ob 


Mountains J Have jult dilcovered in the 
Moon, as a Teſtimonp of mp fncere At⸗ 
tachment and Begard, to my woꝛthy 
Friend Doctoz John M —, that learned 
and elaiozate Aſtronomer. 


Perhaps the Reader may call in queſtion 
the Anthenticity of this laſt Will ; but though 
we might refer him to the Commons for Con- 
riction, we ſhall not put him to that Trouble 
or Expence : It will be only neceſſary to aſk _ 

him 


— - 


{1 
| 

{| 
4 
4 
b 


— = —_— * 
— * —— — y = — 
, — © 
— . — - — = — — — — ww 
_ — * * 7 >, 
4 — — — — — — — tic = hy 
A * 8 
. — — * 
r 2 > — — me +2 — 
„ * — - g 6 6 
Are * » 


168 THE PARASITE. 


him which he thinks the moſt ridiculous of 
theſe Two Teſtaments, the firſt or the lat- 
ter? And if he is not a bigotted Member 
of the Church of Rome, I apprehend he will 
readily anſwer the firſt, Yet I believe no 
Man, who is acquainted with the Doctrines 
and Rites of that Church, will pretend to 


deny that many Bequeſts are daily made for 


the praying of Souls out of Purgatory i in a 
limited Time. 


CHAP. 
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i 


CHAP, III. 


Some Reaſons for the Editor's ſacrificing his 
Intereſt to his Conſcience. The Narration 
regularly continued, and as regularly pro- 


duces a very uncommon Conflict A moſt 
ſerious Tue. 


MusT acknowledge I think we have 
made Dick a Man of Fortune rather too 
ſoon, conſidering we have ſcarce carried him 
through a Volume, and that he has not yet 
appeared in the Character which he bears. 
It certainly would have been more politic in 
me to have kept him in a State of Indigence 
as long as I could, that I might have made a 
Cat's Paw of him at Will : For how can a 
Man in Affluence be ridiculous? How can a 
Man of Fortune be entertaining ? Poverty 
alone can make him a riſible Objett—Indi- 
Vo I. II. C gence 
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gence alone holds him up to general Satire. 
But having conſidered the Caſe philoſophi- 
cally, caſuiſtically, and biographically, I con- 
ceived that it might be an erroneous Opinion ; 
and though ſanctified by Cuſtom, be never- 
theleſs ill grounded; to imagine that the Miſ- 
fortunes of Mankind were the only Sources 
of Pleaſantry; and I could quote a ſufficient 
Number of philoſophical Authorities to ſup- 
port my Argument, if I might not thereby 
deftroy the very End I propoſe; namely, To } 
make Dick Hill an agreeable Companion, though | 
he is no longer obliged to play at Hide-and- | 
Seek with Bailiffs, run a Tick for a Dinner, 
er ſkewer up his Breeches, to prevent the Viſi- 
bility of his Nakedneſs. 

As a Caſuiſt I could not reconcile to my- 
ſelf conſiſtently, either the advancing of Fal- 
ties, knowing them to be ſuch, or the en- 
deavouring at enriching myſelf by rendering | 
another Man poor; and laſtly, as a Biogra- | 
pher I was under the Neceſſity of relating | 
Facts and Events really as they occurred, 
otherwiſe I became accountable to my Read- | 


ers on the dere of good Faith and Veracity. 
Thels, 
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Theſe, and a Thouſand other as cogent Rea 
ſons, induced me to proceed in a regular 
Manner in tracing our Hero through his va- 
rious Viciſſitudes, till ſuch Time as we have 
placed him 

But to avoid Anticipation, which is the 
moſt diſagreeable Thing in the World to a 
Reader of Taſte, we muſt not antedate in 
this Place any Event, but let it ſucceed in 
chronological Order So that we juſt now 
find him ſet down at Mrs. Fillet's to Dinner, 
with all his worthy Gueſts about. him, - Mr. 
Hazard not excepted. 

Though our Hero was dreſſed in a woful 
Suit of Black, agreeable to the late mortal 
Event, yet we cannot find that the Lineaments - 
1y- or Features of his Face had imbibed any of 
al- the ſolemn Particles of his Dreſs. Though 
en- it muſt be acknowledged that for ſome Hours 
ing after Lady D 's Deceaſe, a Change of 


Countenance was very viſible in him, and it 
remained doubtful whether he would for Pl 
long Time, if ever, recover his former Chear- 
fulneſs, when, by ſome extraordinary Virtue 
inherent in Parchment, blotted and ſealed in a 


S2 2 


20 THE PARASITE, 


peculiar Manner, an Application was no ſooner 
made to his viſual Parts, than he recovered | 
his Complexion, regained his Appetite, and ia | 
a word diſcovered a general and agreeable | 
Glow throngh his whole Frame. Whether 
or no the Application of Black to the other 
Parts of his Body, and particularly his Heart, | 
which had before this Time felt ſome very 
unuſual and diſagreeable Emotions, did not | 
by a certain Kind of inexplicable Sympathy | 
and Analogy (no-way electrical) completely | 
extract every remaining Veſtige of Solemnity, 
we ſhall leave Chemiſts, Anatomiſts, Phyſi- 
cians, and Metaphyſicians to determine. Be 
this as it may, it 1s moſt certain that Dick 
never appeared with a more chearful Counte- 
nance, or a more ſeemingly ſatisfactory Brow, 
than at this very Period. . | 
Toaſts, Healths, and Sentiments had t twice | 
gone about, when Mr. Hazard thought a 
Round at Lanſquenet, or a little Brag, would 
mightily improve the Converſation. Had ſuch 
a Propoſal come from any other Quarter, it | 

would in all Likelihood have met with a more | 
favourabls Reception; but Mr. Hazard's 

| Character 
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Character and Converſation were ſufficient 
Reaſons for Dick's abſolutely refuſing to touch 
a Card; which Mr. Hazard conſtrued into 
ſo direct an Affront, that he very abruptly 
left the Room and the Company, giving 
Dick a very ſignificant Look at his Departure. 
Mr. Swallow, though he was far from being 
diſpleaſed at his Abſence, and would have 
been very glad never to have ſeen his Face 
again, did not however chuſe to lie under 
the Imputation of being brow-beat ; and was 
therefore getting up to follow Mr. Hazard, 
in order. to know if he had any thing to ſay 
to him in private: But upon this Occaſion he 
met with immediate Interruption, not only 
from Mrs. Fillet (who had conſtantly watched 
the Eyes of Mr. Hazard and Mr. Swallow . 
from the Moment that Cards became the 
Topic of Converſation, and who ſhrewdly 
.gueſſed what might be the Confequence of 
Mr. Swallow's following him) bat alſo from 
Mr. Stanza, Mr. Skinflint, and Mr. Roveall. 
CaptainMac Campbell was the onlyPerſon pre- 
ſent who did not interfere, imagining, it is to 
be ſuppoſed, that it might draw from him ſach 

C 2 Expla- 
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Explanations upon this Head as might re- 
new in the Doctor's Mind his former inſolent 
Behaviour, and perhaps bring him into the 
ſame Diſgrace as Mr, Hazard. But if the 
Captain remained tacit upon this Subject, Mr. 
Stanza availed himſelf of the Opportunity of 
diſplaying his Talents, and exerciſing his Rhe- 
toric. He began by ſetting forth, Aſſur- 
* edly every Man had an indubitable Right 
* to be Maſter in his own Houſe ; and that 
* none but a Fool or a Madman could be 
« diſpleaſed at his not engaging in a Party 
* that was diſagreeable to him: That there- 
* fore, as Mr. Hazard had by his Behaviour 
« demonſtrated himſelf to be either the one 
* or the other, it would be much beneath 
* Doctor Swallow to take any farther No- 
* tice of his Behaviour : That as to Cou- 
rage, the Doctor had given ſuch incon- 
e teſtible Proofs, as to put it out of the 
* Power of any Bravo, however bluſtering, 
to call it in queſtion; and indeed he 
„thought it a great Hardſhip that a Man 
te ſhould either be £14 2 to let himſelf be 

« fleeced 


THE PARASITE 13 
& fleeced of his Money in his own Houle, or 
* have his Throat cut.“ | 

Every one applauded the Pertinence of 
Mr. Stanza's Obſervations ; and they ſo much 
pleaſed and convinced the Doctor, that he 
promiſed he would take no farther Notice of 
Hazard's Impertinence. 

The Reader will, in all Probability, ima- 
gine that Hazard would never ſet his Foot 
again in the Doctor's Houſe, after ſo abrupt 
a Departure; but in this he will find himſelf 
egregiouſly miſtaken : For thinking that the 
Doctor by his Silence was afraid of him, and 
that he might now bully him into whatever 
he pleaſed, he came the next Day preciſely at 
Three. Every one ſtared, but none more ſo 
than Dick, when Mr. Hazard ſaid, © You 
« fee, Sir, I do you more Honour than you 
e deſerve. I ſuppoſe, after your inſolent Be- 
« haviour laſt Night, you did not think that 
I ſhould ever condeſcend to make you an- 
* other Viſit ; but it is requiſite that there 
* ſhould be a Man of ſome little Breeding 
* amongſt you to teach you good Manners.” 
Dick's Welſh Blood was in a very high Fer- 

C4 ment 
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ment long before Hazard had arrived at the 
mannerly Part of his Diſcourſe, and he 
would certainly have knocked him down with 
a Bottle, if Mrs. Fillet had not ſeized hold of 
his Hand in the very critical Minute. Such a 
general Inſult to the whole Company had now 
engaged every one in the Quarrel as deeply as 
Dick : So that the Captain had an Opportu- 
nity of teſtifying his Courage; which he did, 
by ſaying, « By my Troth, Man, you are a 
ic very abuſive Cheil-—Do you think that 
Gentlemen who bear the King's Commiſſion 
do not underſtand good Manners as well as 
„ yourſelf ?” | 

Such a luke-warm Remonſtrance gave Ha- 
zard room to think that the Captain was not 
deſirous of making any deſperate Sally from 
whence he might not with Safety retreat. So 
that he imagined himſelf pretty ſafe in at- 


- tacking the Caledonian with more Aſperity 
than he had expected. Pray, Sir (ſaid 


Hazard) do you intend to take the Quarrel 


into your own Hands, or play it out be- 


* tween you? Look ye, Sir, if you have 
any thing to ſay to me in private, I am 
ready 
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ready to hear you—At preſent I deſire you 
% would hold your Tongue. If yon do not, 
& I ſhall ſoon impoſe Silence upon you.” 

Lou are the firſt Man (replied Mac Camp- 
© bell) that ever told me he would make me 
© hold my Tongue; and I ſhould be on 
* to find you try the Experiment.” 

This Defiance was no ſooner uttered 4 
Hazard took the Captain by the Noſe; 
which he immediately reſented with a Blow 
on the Face. And now Mr. Hazard told 
him it was time to make ſome Apology to the 
Lady, and retire; which they accordingly 
did, notwithſtanding every Endeavour that 
was uſed to prevent Mr. Mac Campbell follow- 
ing him. 

Dinner had been for ſome time 8 
and was cooling a- pace, when the Propoſal 
was made by Mr. Swallæu, that the Gen- 
tlemen preſent ſhould follow, to endeavour 
at preventing the Miſchief that might be ex- 
pected; but this was not at all reliſned by 
either Mr. Skinflint or Mr. Stanza, both ex- 
cuſing themſelves, by ſaying they did not 
chuſe to be concerned in ſuch a diſagreeable 

Affair; 


S 
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Affair; as doubtleſs, in caſe any Miſchief 
ſhould happen, they would be called upon 
for Witneſſes, But Dick and Mr. Roveall 
fallied forth in Purſuit of the Captain and 
Mr. Hazard, leaving the cautious Gentle- 
men to regale themſelves in their Ab- 
ſence. x | 

Hazard and Mac Campbell had ſo far got 
the Start of the Doctor and his Companion, 
that it was not till ſome Hours after that 
they could gain any Tidings of them. It 
| ſeems they had repaired to a Tavern; and 
having called for a Room and a Bottle of 
Wine, they locked the Door and drew, 
when, after a few Thruſts, Hazard was 
wounded in the left Side: That upon his 
dropping, the Honſe was alarmed, and the 
Waiters broke in, when they ſecured Mac 
Campbell till ſuch time as the Surgeon's Opi- 
nion was obtained. The Gentlemen of the 
Faculty having given it as their Sentiments 
that the Wound was not mortal, the Captain 


returned to his Company, and related the 
Affair. | 


CHAP, 
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C HAP. IV. 


A ſhort Comment upon honourable Phlebotomy 
and the fighting Occupation. A very dif- 
agreeable Diſcovery indeed to Mrs. Fillet— 
The Sequel ftill more ſo. 


HE Rencounter which occurred in the 
laſt Chapter between Mr. Mac Camp- 
bell and Mr. Hazard might be conſidered as 
a lucky Turn of Fortune to the latter, who 
declared he found it as conſtitutionally ne- 
ceſſary to fight a Duel once a Month at leaſt, 
as it was to give a Fillip to Nature within 
the ſame Period by a Debduch. It muſt cer- 
tainly be allowed that this is a very honour- 
able Way of having Phlebotomy performed 
upon a Man, and that indeed Perſons of his 
Diſpoſition and Complexion ſhould loſe a 
little Blood now and then in this Manner, 
for 
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for the general Eaſe and Tranquillity of 
Society. Perhaps Mr. Mac Campbell, though 
he profeſſed fighting, was not quite ſo ſan- 


guine upon this Head; but by this I do 


not mean to derogate from his perſonal Cou- 
rage, However, he certainly related what had 


| paſſed with a Kind of ſatisfactory Emphaſis, 


particularly when he came to that Part which 
concerned his not being wounded ; and in- 
directly inſinuated to the Doctor, that he had 
taken a very ugly Affair off his Hands, in 
which perhaps, not being ſo well ſkilled. in 
the Sword, he might not have been ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful. Fack Roveall {wore that though he 
was a Scotehman, he began now to think him 
a d——d honeſt Fellow. Mr. Skinflint highly 
applauded his generous Behaviour; and il- 
laſtrated his Approbation with a little Story, 
that he imagined the Company would think 
ſomewhat pertinent; but as Dick and the 
Editor are not intirely of the ſame Opinion, 
we ſhall not trouble the Reader with it. Mr. 
Stanza ſaid this Affair had revived in his 
Thoughts the Notion he had entertained for 
ſome time paſt of writing an Ode upon 
| Friendſhip 
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Friendſhip and Valour, and that the Captain 
ſhould be the Hero of the Poem. Even Dick 
was obliged to acknowledge he had behaved 
very gallantly upon the Occaſion; and no 
one, except Mrs. Fillet, failed to pronounce 
ſome Eulogium upon the Captain's Conduct. 
Inſtead of praiſing his Gallantry, ſne was 
making ſtrict Enquiries concerning Hazard s 
Health—//hether he was intirely out Dan- 
ger? and how long it would be before he could 
be able to go abroad ? 

Though Mrs. Fillet's Behaviour could not 
help attracting the Notice of every one in 
Company, and particularly the Doctor, he had 
Prudence enough for the preſent to conceal 
his Surprize, in order to diſcover if there 
were no other Grounds than mere Compaſ- 
ſion for Mrs. Fillet's Tenderneſs towards Ha- 
zard. His Suſpicions became very ſtrongly 
grounded, when in a Dream that very Night 
ſhe cried out, O my dear Hazard, it muſt 
© not be——you ſhall not die—you muſt 
* not go without me.” Even this Diſcovery 
Dick ſtill kept a Secret, reſolving in his 
Mind' to break off his preſent Attachment 

4 A the 
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the firſt favourable Opportunity that of- 
fered. 

Had not Mrs. Fillet's nocturnal Declaratio.1 
ſufficiently convinced the Doctor of her In- 
fidelity towards him, a Letter which Two 
Days after fell into his Hands, would have in- 
tirely removed the ſmalleſt Doubt that could 
have remained upon this Head. This was a 
Letter from Mr. Hazard to Mrs. Fillet, in 
Anſwer to one he had received from her; 
wherein “he deſired her to lay aſide her In- 
ce tentions of paying him a Viſit in Perſon, 
© as, beſides the Riſque ſhe would run of 
e being diſcovered by the Doctor, the Safety 
e of her own Health ſhould prevent her 
te taking ſuch a Step, there being a Perſon 
« then lying ill of the Small Pox in the ſame 
“ Houſe, and, conſidering ſhe had never had 
te that Diſorder, ſhe might probably catch 
„ ” 

Mr. Hazard was in this Reſpect an excel- 
lent Prognoſticator; for ſcarce a Week elapſed 
before Mrs. Fillet had all the Symptoms of 
this terrible Diſorder upon her. She teſtified 
oreat Surprize at the Event, and Dick had 

Charity 
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Charity enough not to abate his upon the 
Occaſion, She had all poſſible Care taken 
of her; and though Mrs. Fillet was in a very 
dangerous Way, ſhe ſoon recovered, and ima- 
gined ſhe had no other Mortification to un- 
dergo than that which her Looking-Glaſs in- 
flicted upon her. 

The Doctor had never yet declared his In- 
tention concerning his future Conduct to 
Mrs. Fillet; when one Day, whilſt ſne was 
paying a Viſit to Mr. Hazard, he had the 
Apartments ſtripped of every Thing belong- 
ing to him, leaving upon her Dreſſing- Table 
a Note, intimating that her Landlady would 
let her remove all her Cloaths and Goods 
without Interruption ; but that ſhe muſt look 
for her future Support to Mr. Hazard. The 
Receipt of this Card failed not to hurry Mrs. 
Fillet into an early Purſuit of the Doctor; ſhe 
way-laid him, and wrote to him at every Cof- 
tee-houſe and Place ſhe knew he frequented. 
At length ſhe accoſted him in the Park, where 
ſhe behaved in ſuch a Manner, that he thought 


it prudent to write to hex the following Letter: 


«© MaDan, 
i d T 
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« Mapan, 
" FT ER the many Importunities I 
O A have received from you, it is Time I 
© ſhould make an explicit Anſwer. Iacknow- 
* ledge, Madam, all that you aver, with 
* reſpect to the Fervency of the Declaration 
* of my Paſſion to Mrs, Fillet ; but I cannot 
« imagine that there is now ſuch a Perſon 
« exiſting—at leaſt it is ſo long ſince I have 
* ſeen any Thing reſembling her, that I very 
e much queſtion her being ſtill living. As 
© to the Pretenſions you claim of my Aﬀec- 
e tion and Eſteem, I muſt own, Madam, 
“ you greatly ſurprize me, if you are the 
« Perſon who accoſted me Yeſterday in the 
e Park. Thus much is certain, that there is 
e not a Lineament or Feature in her Face 
s analogous to that of the divine Mrs. 
& Flirt, 
« But, Madam, fuppoſing it to be poſſible 
* for my Credulity to imagine the Identity of 
* the Perſons, as I can diſcover in me no ſuch 
„ Sentiments or Attachments as animated me 
« towards Mrs. Fillet, it were ridiculous to 
„fan 
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« fan a Paſſion, of which the dying Embers 
«© communicate not the leaſt Heat—How irk- 
«, ſome to us both to force a Flame of artifi- - 
« cial Fire!—To me it would be com 

« pletely diſagreeable, as all my Efforts to 
ce pleaſe would not afford the ſmalleſt Grati 
« fication 5 and of Courſe offenſive to your - 

« ſelf, as you mult neceſſarily be ſenſible that 
« every pretended Regard were groundleſs, 


and every Compliment the — of the 


« groſſeſt Flattery. 

« Let me then, Madam, adviſe you to 
ce tranſplant your amorous Shrubs into ſuch 
&« q Soil as will afford Fruits and Flowers; 
« for in their preſent Bed no other Bloſſoms 


« will appear than thoſe of Thorns and 
“ Briars, 


« am, Madam, 
4 Your infranchiſed Slave, 


© RICHARD SWALLOW.” 


vo. II. D CHAP. 
* 


* 
1 
. 
: 
7 
4 : 
4 K 
We | 
5 
, 
7 f 
: 
4 * 
1 3 
& ( 
b. 
: / 
11 
1 
3 
4 5 ® 
=. 
= - , 
| N 
- 17s 
1 1 
g . 
2 = + 
3 
* 
1 = 
i++. £ 
vt | FF 
b 4 J 
N p 1 
1. ; 
» 
C4 : 
. ! 
v5 ; 
1 
| b 
' SLE 
1517 
FRI 
164. 
N 4 
1 
W 
34.1 of 
i% 1} 
Vi 5 
Ly | 
i 
i 
T0 
k 
iT f 
4 
14 
' 
! | 
+ 5 
ot! 
- » + 
$. $73 
þ FIT « 


— 
—— 


_ I — —— bp 
* 5 
. — W 
_ = 
i — * x — 
— — —— . wo * 
— we . Gs 
rene DIES 
— 


24 THE PARASITE, 


A Reſcue from the Fair Sex and Teoad-eaters 
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CHAP. V. 


in Favour of our Hero, The ſalutary Reſo- 
lution he takes of eſtabliſhing a medicinal 
Character. The rapid Progreſs he makes in 
Criticiſm and Virtù. A Voyage to Scotland, 


- and an important Interview, 


T THINK we have now fairly cleared our: 
1 Hero of his unfaithful tranſmogrified 
Miſtreſs, and all his Toad- eating Friends 
And I alſo think it is Time for Dick to begin 


to think about the Application of the Reſidue 
of his Legacy, which we may ſuppoſe Forni- 
cation and Paraſitiſm had by this Time made 
no ſmall Hole in. 


In Truth Dick had for ſome time conſi- 
ſidered that he was taking very haſty Strides 


towards Fleet-Market, and that it was but an 
44 1 Abuſe 


iſe 
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Abufe of Titles for him to aſſume the 
Name of Doctor, when he actually had no 
Pretenſion to it: He alſo conſidered, that 
were he abſolutely and bona fide a regular 
Phyſician, he might find Means to repair the 
Breach he had been ſo induſtriouſly making 
in his ſmall Fortune. All theſe Conſidera- 
tions united, with a few Grains of Pride 
thrown into the Compoſition, to render it ſtill 
more palatable, ſoon led him to reflect upon 
the moſt eligible as well as the moſt frugal 
Manner of being admitted a Doctor in Me- 
dicine, when he might ſubſcribe himſelf 
Richard Swallow, M. D. without any imper- 


tinent Fellow whatever daring to call him to 


an Account, | 
The Captain had often hinted to him the 
OECONOMY and Facility of obtaining the 
Doctoral Degree on the other Side of the 
Tweed; and his own Obſervations had con- 
vinced him of the great Succeſs of Scotch 
Phyſicians on this Side of the Tweed, not only 
in Medicine, but in Poetry, Hiſtory, the 
Belles Lettres, and above all, in POLITICS. 
Dick had no ſmall Itch to ſhine in every 
D 2 Branch 
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Branch of polite and #rgftable Literature: 
For though in his juvenile Days he had been 
a Diſciple of Mr. Evans's Opinion, agd with 
him looked upon the dead Languages as of 
no more Uſe to Phyſic, or indeed Mankind, 
than dead Corſes, which might ſerve as Afſ- 
ſiſtants in the Anatomy of Learning and Men, 
but which could no-way communicate a 
living Genius, or remove an actual Diſorder ; 
now that he had reſided in the Capital, 
and diſcovered that real Merit was of little 
or no Value; but that the Superficies of 
Science, and the Pedantry of Learning, were 
fufficient to make a Man appear a great 
Scholar, he had Diſcernment enough to avail 
himſelf of this Diſcovery, and revoke his 
former Anathema againſt the worthy An- 
cients. In a word, though Dick was not 
looked upon in any claſſical Light at Denbigh, 
he paſſed for a very profound Critic at 
George's and the Bedford, No Work of Ge- 
nius in any Species of Writing appeared, 
without his being conſulted upon its Merit; 
and no ſooner had he pronounced a definitive 


Sentence, than the Beaux E/þrits of the Age, 
"4 who 
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who take all Judgments upon Credit, and 
thereby avoid the Drudgery of Reading, re- 
echoed it in every Coffee-houſe, and ratified 
it in every Company. 

A new Play was either damned or ſaved as 
Dick was in the Humour for it ; and a new 
Actor either met with Applauſe or Hootings, 
according to the Situation of Affairs between 
our Hero and Cæſar or Alexander: So that 
Bards and Monarchs equally ſolicited his 


_ Friendſhip, and ſued for his Protection. 


Nor was his Judgment confined to Letters 
only; his Virtu was as extenſive as his Read- 
ing—He was the Connoiſſeur of every Auc- 
tion, and the Antiquarian of every Cabinet 
to which he had Acceſs—No one attempted 
to diſpute his Opinion upon a Corregio, his 
Judgment in a Meleager, or his Taſte in an 
Otho. 
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CHAP. VI. 


| The DiPpLOMATIC CHAPTER, 


A O conſequential a Character as Dick now 
bore in the Republic of Letters, might 
have dazzled a Man of far ſuperior Abilities, 
and made him conceive he was of ſufficient 
Importance, without any additional Title, 
or the realizing of one he already had by 
Courteſy. But Dick was ſo reſolutely bent 
upon making ſome Figure in his proper De- 
partment, that the Thought never once 
eſcaped him, from the firſt Time it came into 
his Head—Being dubbed a Doctor he was 
reſolved upon ; and he accordingly ſhipped 
himſelf at Wapping, and conſigned himſelf to 
Doctor Mac Inteſb at * ## . 


We 


11 
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We ſhall paſs over the Inconveniences re- 
ſulting from this Voyage, which was taken 
in the Winter Seaſon, when Yarmouth Roads 
are not the moſt agreeable Navigation in the 
known World. Neither the Humours of 
the Jacks, nor the Oddity of ſome particular 
Characters, ſhall find a Place in this Work, 
though they might turn out very entertain- 
ing to many of our Readers, fond of Com- 
mon- place Humour, and diverted at ſecond- 
hand Ribaldry. No, we ſhall ſuppoſe the 
Candidate (for we are obliged to degrade 
our Hero for ſome ſhort Time, that he may 
appear with the greater Eclat ſoon after) 
ſafely landed at *###*#****, and that he has 
by this Time had a Conference with Doctor 
Mac Intaſb, a near Relation to Captain Mac 
Campbell, who had furniſhed Dick with 
Letters of Recommendation neceſſary for the 
Occaſion. 

Little Ceremony was uſed between theſe 
Two Sons of Eſculapius upon their firſt In- 
terview ; and the Caledonian Phyſician ſoon 
procured Dick the Means of obtaining a very 

D 4 elaborate 
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elaborate Diploma, at the reaſonable Price of 
Fourteen Pounds Ten Shillings. 


As this Inſtrument may, doubtleſs, be 
thought to have a very juſt Claim to a Place 
in this Performance, and may ſerve as a Mo- 
del upon future Occaſions, when Candidates 
of ſuch uncommon Abilities as our Hero offer 
themſelves Reader, take it, and make the 
moſt of it: And if thou really art the hu- 
mane gentle Being which I take thee for, 
thou wilt pardon with thy wonted Candour, 
the Debility of thy own vernacular Idiom, 


ever incapable of doing Juſtice to the ſinewy 
Original. 


DIPLOMA 
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DIPLOMA 
In Favour of 


RICHARD Swallow, M. D. 
1760. 


To All and Sundry, of whatever Dignity, 
who may ſee, read, or hear read, the 
following Diploma; the Univerſity of 
* * , in full Senate aſſembled, 


ſendeth Health. 


IE the Underſigned, having taken Cogni- 
nance of the many notable Qualities of 
the Bearer hereof, RICHARD SWALLOW, 
late of Wrexham in Denbighſhire, North Wales, 
but now of London, Gent. think it a Duty 
incumbent upon Us to declare to the World 
the very favourable Opinion We have con- 
ceived of this Moſt Excellent Perſon. 
Warned 


_ 
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Warned by the Example of our Brethren in fo- 
reign Parts, who have, upon the ſlighteſt Oc- 
caſions, graduated Dunces, Aſſes, and almoſt 
Horſes, We long ago laid it down to Ourſelves 
as a ſacred Rule, not to raiſe any to the Doc- 
toral Degree, without numerous, and thoſe 
momentous, Cauſes Us thereunto ſpecially 
moving. In the preſent Caſe in particular, 
beſides the ſpontaneous and unconſtrained 
Workings of our own Migds, that ever and 
anon were propelling Us to promote this Can- 
didate, We had, concurring with our Deſire, 
the repeated and urgent Recommendations of 
divers worthy and ingenious Phyſicians. Ac- 
cordingly We ſet about Mr. SWALLOW's 
Probation with all ſuitable Decorum, and 
conducted it with that Delicacy which thoſe 
will never fail to obſerve who are cautious of 
their own Honour, and unwilling in any 
Thing, far leſs in the moſt important, to im- 
poſe upon. the Public. We entered with mi- 
nute Preciſion into every Part of his multifa- 
rious Trials ; going firſt about his Under- 
ſtanding, and about it; and then penetrating 
| . into 


| 
| 
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into the interior Apartments, each with a 
Torch of Science in his Hand, leaving not a 
ſingle Cranny or Interſtice unexplored. Dur- 
ing the Whole of the Scrutiny, the Man diſco- 
vered ſuch a deep Inſight into the Arts, diſ- 
cloſed ſo many Myſteries of Science, diſ- 
played ſuch Strength of Judgment, and diſ- 
embogued ſuch copious Treaſures from the 
Storehouſe of his inexhauſtible Memory, 
that We are not aſhamed to avow, in the Face 


of the whole Learned World, that in many 


Articles of valuable Knowledge he is not at 
all inferior to Ourſelves (conſidered as Indi- 
viduals) and in ſome perhaps he may be 
deemed Our Superior; ſo that he is admi- 
rably qualified at all Points for being pro- 
moted to the Doctorate - Opiferque per orbem 
dici, Having therefore ſo many and ſuch in- 
eſtimable Gifts of his for our Vouchers, We 
cannot but be juſtified by the Republic of. 
Letters for the Step We this Day take, in ad- 
mitting Mr, SWALLOW to the higheſt aca- 
demical Honours : And this We do the ra- 
ther, as We are fully convinced in our own 
Minds, that this accompliſhed Genius will 
ſuffer 
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ſuffer not the leaſt Diminution in his literary 
Character by being oppoſed to Any, even the 
Beſt, of that noble Aſſembly of Worthies 
that dignify the Pages of Diplomatic Hiſtory. 
For, 

To give but a Sample or Taſte of his many 


uncommon Talents : Conſider him merely in 


his grammatical and claſſical Capacity, and We 
had almoſt ſaid, You will find his Powers 
aſtoniſhing. How indeed can it be other- 
wiſe? He has read every Philologer extant, 
from old Varro and Feſtus all the way down 
to Sanctius and Popma, extracting, as he 
went along, the very Quinteſſence of their 


fineſt Obſervations. Nor does he ſhine in 


Latinity alone, ſtrictly ſo called: He has 
entered, with becoming Reliſh, into the 
more recondite Parts of Roman Lore. In 


the Courſe of his Probation he threw out, 


enter alia, ſome ſtriking Lucurs on the moſt 
obſcure Paſſages of Perſius, ſhewing to a 
Demonſtration that that Satyriſt would have 
been flill more crabbed than he really is, had 
it not been that he was, in his younger Years, 
a Pupil of that excellent Schoolmaſter Cor- 
| nut us 
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nutus (Vide Euſeb. Chronic. et Perſium ipſum 
in Sat. 5.). Going back with him to Lucretius, 
he anſwered the ſophiſtical Reaſonings of that 
philoſophic Poet with a Force and Beauty of 
Argumentation, which We have only known 
equalled by that of the Cardinal de Polignac. 
And when We put old Ennius into his Hand, 
he took Occaſion, from the obſolete Words 
of that venerable Bard, to give Us a Hiſtory 


olf the Latin Language; wherein he traced 


out [radio quaſi deſcrißſit] the Changes which 
that energetic Tongue had underwent, from the 
Time of its paſſing through the Hands of the 
Author juſt mentioned, till it was completely 
faſhioned under the Auſpices of guguſtus, when 
the Raman Language, as well as Empire, ſnone 
out in its greateſt Glory. As Homer, however, 
is obſerved by the Critics to nod ſometimes, 


(Hor. Ars Poet. v. 359.) fo here we thought 


to hgye *caught our Candidate napping. 
His Hiſtory ſetting off from Ennius, with- 
out Mention made of any Thing prior to 
that Period, looked ſomewhat ſuſpicious : 
We fancied therefore he had carried his Re- 
ſexrches no farther back, and flattered our- 
ſelves 
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ſelves that now at laſt we ſhould have actually 
gravelled him. Dr. Cameron, on whom this 
Part of the Examination principally devolved 
(for we mult give its due Praiſe to this Ma- 
neuvre of our Brother) manifeſted in this nice 
Conjuncture all that Preſence of Mind and 
Alertneſs which are ſo very natural to him. He 
inſtantly queſtioned Mr. SWALLOW upon 
the Axamenta or Salian Verſes of Numa, of 
which Cicero acknowledges himſelf ignorant, 
and which Quintilian pronounced to be hardly 
known even to the Prieſts of his Time: He la- 
boured to poſe him upon the Compoſition of 


the famous Treaty between Targuin the Proud 
and the Sabines, that was written at Gabii on 
a Bull's Hide : He put twelve different Que- 
ries. to him touching the Laws of the XII 


Tables, the 


Tabulas peccare vetantes, 
Quas bis quinque viri ſanxerunt. 
Hor. Epiſt. lib. II. ep. i. ver. 23. 
And then proceeding to Duilius's Roſtral Mo- 
nument in the Forum, he demanded, as a Thing 
of capital Conſequence, and indeed as a ſine qua 


non, a full Explication of that precious Remain 
of 
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of Antiquity. Mr. SWALLOW, far from being 
intimidated by theſe Interrogatories, the bare 
Mention of which would have been ſufficient 
to daunt many an able Profeſſor, anſwered to 
all and every one of them with Diſtinctneſs 
and Clearneſs ; not diſcourſing, however, on 
each ſeparately, and without Connexion, but 
interweaving his Elucidations into a charm- 
ing Detail, which he commenced from the 


_ firſt Rudiments of the Language, when as 


yet it was imperfectly liſped in the Cradle 
of Romulus, and deducing it, in a beautiful 
Progreſſion, through all its gradual Improve- 
ments, till he arrived at length at the Age of 
the reſpectable Calabrian, from whom he had 
ar firſt ſet out : And as this with him is a fa- 
vourite Poet, in order to place him in a more 
conſpicuous Point of View, beſides thoſe Paſ- 
ſages of Maro which are known even to Smat- 
terers to have been copied or imitated from 
him, he ſhewed, upon analytical Principles, 


with an Accuracy peculiar to himſelf, When 


and where the Mantuan Swan muſt have tuned 
his ſublimer Notes, by having in his Eye the 
great Father of the Latin: Epopee. 
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But to proceed to other Articles, which 
the Limits We are confined to will only per- 
mit Us barely to mention: In Antiques We 
found Mr. SWALLOW a great Connoiſ- 
ſeur. For underſtanding Medals, Medallions, 
Brooches, Camaieux, Monochromatons, Gems, 
Intaglios, and alſo the hieroglyphical Figures 
on Sarcophaguſes and Sepulchral Lamps, We 
dare to ſay that Montfaucon and Maffei are 
perfect Jokes to him. Then for Bronzes and 
Marbles, whether the Materials have been 
moulded or chiſſelled into Buſts or Statues, 
Alto or Baſſo Relievos, but eſpecially for your 
Paintings in Freſco, gazed at with ſuch En- 
thuſiaſm by thoſe that dig in the Ruins of 
Herculaneum, even Don Camillo Paderni (cum 
bond pace of that illuſtrious Seignior be it 
ſpoken) is not much more of an Adept than 
he. By the Blueneſs of the Ærugo on an an- 
cient Coin, he can determine, with a good 
deal of Certainty, whether it is of the Age of 
Nerva or of Antoninus Pius, and can almoſt 
fix the Day of thoſe reſpective Reigns when 
any Piece in queſtion was ſtruck, 


_ 


Though 
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Though nobody ever lived of a more pa- 
cific Diſpoſition than Our Candidate *, yet 
did he think it no-way unbecoming him to be- 
ſtow a little Attention on the Roman Art of 
War; and We need ſay no more of his Pro- 
greſs in that Study, than that he has rectified 
Three pretty palpable Blunders in Vegetius, 
which had eſcaped the critical Acumen of the 
correcteſt Editors. His Models of the Scorpion, 
Baliſta, and Catapulte, are admirable in their 
Kind ; nor are his Drawings leſs curious of 
the Civic, Mural, and Obſidional Crowns, 


A... 


* If the Affaire d'bonneur related in Chap. xvi. Vol. I. be 
here recollected, the Univerſity, we are afraid, will be found 
to have belied Mr. Swallow. But it is no Buſineſs of ours to 
enter into anyDiſquiſition upon that Head, being obliged only 
to narrate Facts, not to recancile Things that are in them- 
ſelves contradictory. Beſides, there is nothing ſo very new 
and unprecedented in the Univerſity's Mode of Aſſertion, 
That the Diction of Diplomas is not always the Lan- 
guage of Truth, has been Matter of long and juſt Com- 
plaint; and, to lay the right Saddle on each Horſe's Back, 
we are not altogether ſure, whether certain Seats of 
Learning nearer home may not have been equally liberal 
of their Favours, when thoſe Favours have been ſtill leſs 
merited than in the Caſe of the Wrexham Doctor. 
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He has conſtructed a very elegant Repre- 


ſentation in Mahogany + of the pompous 


Naumachia exhibited on the Fucine Lake by 
the Emperor Claudius, with an Ivory Triton, 
inſtead of the Silver one mentioned by Sueto- 
nius (in Claud. cap. 21.) riſing above the 
Flood between the adverſe Fleets, and ſound- 
ing the Signal for Onſet with his Buccina. 
The new Royal Academy at Barcelona ad- 


judged the Prize laſt Year to his Rare Com- 


ment on the Carthaginian's Speech in Plautus, 
beginning thus ; 


— 


+ The Tranſlator's Compliments to the Reader, and 
is ſorry to trouble h.m ſo foon with another Note, Begs 
Leave, however, to aſſure him, upon the Faith of the 
following Italics, that the very elegant Repreſentation in 
Mahogany was nothing more than à little antiquated Toy 
made of Scotch Fir (nov much cultivated in England) and 
meanly wvarniſfed, which Richard picked up one Day in tle 
Courſe of his Petegrinatimms through Harp-Alley, and car- 
ried with bim to *#*##** *, qybere be preſented it, by Way 
of Douceur, as a proper Play-Thing for ene of the Pro- 
feſſors Children, When its immenſe Va ve was diſcovered, 
it was taken from the Child, and depoſited among the 
Curioſities in the Public Library, where it is ail ſhewn 
to inquiſitive Strangers, 


Tthalonim, 


THE PARASITE. 51 


Tthalonim, vualonuth ſi chorathiſima comſyth, 

Cm lachchunyth munys thalmyctibari imiſci, 
„ | 
Plaut. in Pœnul. Act v. Scen. 1. 

which the King's Gazetteer at Madrid, autho- 

rized by the Academy's Secretary, pronounced 

to be more maſterly by far than any Thing 

ever wrote upon that Scene by Taubmann, 

Dionyſius Lambinus, John Frederic Gronovius, 

or even by the whole Tribe of Interpreters 

that have waſted ſo much Oil on that moſt 

diverting Playwright. 


His Diſſertation on ancient Whiſling, 
which is comprehended in the moderate Sum 
of Ten Quires of Paper, had the ſame Ho- 
nour paid it by the Society of the Arcades at 
Rome, no longer ago than the Year 1755, 
In this elaborate Work he had contrived, by 
one of the happieſt Detcurs in the World, to 
introduce a Critique upon the Right and Left- 
handed Tibiæ, which could not fail to preſent 
themſelves to a Perſon of his contemplative 
Turn upon an Occaſion ſo extremely congenial. 
He there aſcertained not only the Number and 
Meaſure of the Foramina, i. e. Holes and Bores 
im, FS of 
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of the different Inſtruments, but aſſigned at tithe 
ſameTime theefficientCauſes why grave Tones 
were uttered by the one, and ſharp or acute 
ones by the other; the former of which Points 
he illuſtrated chromatically, and the latter by 
the Diatonic Gamut. Nor was this the Sum 
Total of what he atchieved: He laid all the 
lettered Duſt [ Pulverulentam iſtam diſþulit 
nubem] which had been raiſed by Denatus, 
and other old Scholiaſts, upon the Subject 
of the Tyrian or Sarran Flutes, and that of 
the Phrygian, Dorian, and Lydian Modes. 
He even deſcended, in the Courſe of this 
Digreſſion, to Times bordering upon our 
own; and to leave no Part of the Argu- 
ment unfiniſhed, adjuſted all the Bickerings 
between Mrs. Dacier and her Opponents upon 
theſe ſo violently agitated Topics. In Con- 
firmation of the Truth of his Theory, he 
actually produced before Us a- Caſt from a 
Sardonyx of Fulvius Urſinus, whereby he 
proved to Satisfaction, that Flaccus the Freed- 
man of Claudius, from the very Configura- 
tion of the labial Muſcles, muſt have been 
much fo perior to any other Performer at 


5 Rome, 
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Rome, and equal at leaſt to ſome. of the 
beſt ſecond Ripienos in the Odeum at Athens. 
We diſmiſs this Head with remarking, that 
it deſerves Notice, as being more to the Au- 
thor's Praiſe than any Thing, that this 
choice Tractate had an Imprimatur ſtamped 
upon it by that prime Zoliſt and Countryman 
of Our Own, Daniel MacRimmon, Head of 
the College of Pipers in the e of Shy. 
Our Candidate, amongſt many other Par- 
ticulars of uſeful Learning, ſhewed himſelf 
Maſter of a Science, the Want of which 
would have been very pardonable- in a Man 
otherwiſe ſo well accompliſhed. He is learned 
in the Age of MSS. and has employed his 
leiſure Hours, for ſeveral Years paſt, in col- 
lating ſome of the moſt authoritative Codes; 
by which he has added immenſely to the 
Furniture of that Diviſion of his Brain which 
he ſet apart, long ago, for the Reception of 
various Readings. 

He has expreſſed all that can be faxd of the 
Eleuſinian Myſteries, together with thoſe of 
the Bona Dea, in Two Octavo Pages and a 
Half, What enabled him to ſucceed ſo 

567 +» $12 i; well 
Fo \ 


= PTDHE PARASICE. 

well in this intricate Buſineſs, where An- 
tiquity holds up ſo few Lights, was his 
being initiated, when as yet a Stripling by 
DRvA's wizard ſtream, into the Secrets of 
the Myſterious Cabala. Even in his State of 
Childhood [in ißſis tenellis annis primdque 
ætatuld] he underſtood Facob Behmen's Trea- 
tiſe of the Four Complexions, and knew the 
whole Doctrines of the Roſicrucians. Sylphs 
and Gnomes were Ideas as familiar to him as 
Hornbook and Primer to an Engliſb School- 
boy. 

It ſhonld be obſerved of Mr. SWALLOW, 
when We talk of him as a Cabaliſt, that he 
has got Two Ways of curing the Ague; one 
by laying the Fourth Book of the Iliad under 
the Head of the Perſon ſhivering, according 
to the myſtic Interpretation of the following 
Verſe, | 

Maæonidæ Iliados quartum ſubpone trementi; 
the other by writing the Word Abracadabra 
in the conical Figure preſcribed by Serenus 
Sammonicus in his Medicinæ Pracepta, and 
binding it ſo wrote about the Patient's Neck 
with a Piece of Packthread. Theſe, ſays he, 

were 


THE FARASITE, 2 


were the Methods prafliſed by all the ſeunder 
Ancients for the Cure of the Intermittent 
Fever ; and they are unaccompanied by theſe 
horrible Convulſions that almoſt always reſult 
from the Uſe of that vile Cortex, which the 
Moderns, and the Jeſuits, the moſt degenerate 
of all the Moderns, firſt peeled from the 
Qxinquina-tree. 

The Gentleman who is the Subject of our 
immediate Writing can prepare, from very 
ſimple Materials, the famous Vinegar where- 
with Annibal is ſaid to have melted his Way 
over the Alþs (Tit. Liv, lib. xxii. cap. 37.) 
and he made a preſent of a Vial of this Li- 
quor to the Right Hon. the Earl of Mac- 
clesfield, Preſident of the Royal Society, who 
tried it on a Stone of a very ſtubborn Texture 
at Sherborn- Caſtle, on which, in the Space 
of Ten Minutes, it had juſt ſuch an Effect as 
would an Affuſion of cold Water in as many 
Days on a Barrel of raw Sugar. 

But We ſhould never have done, were We. 
to enumerate the many ſhining Qualities of 
this eminent Scholar. His Botanical, Chemical, 
Anatomical, and Pharmaceutical Skill, if 
E 4 {pread 
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ſpread out upon Paper with a ſcientific Sa- 
tula, would, according to the Admeaſure- 
ments taken by our Geometry-Profeſſor, go 
nigh to fill up Forty Folios. His Neftrums 
in Medicine are not exceeded in Number by 
all the Diſeaſes incident to the Microcoſm. 
He is amazingly well acquainted with the 
Morbific and the Prediſpoſing Cauſes, the 
Symptoms, the Prognoſis, the Diagnoſis, and 
the Criſis; Circumſtances which are of ſo- 
vereign Importance to the Therapeia, or Me- 
th:d of Cure. Purple or Miliary, and Scarlet 
Fevers, fly before him, as does alſo the In- 
flammatory, the Malignant, and the Baſtard 
Peripneumony. St. Aut hony's Fire, the Op- 
probrium of Phyſicians, he quenches in the 
Twinkling of an Eye. Pleuriſies, Palſies, 
Diarrhœas, Gonorrhceas, Dyſenteries, Lien- 
teries, Tetanos, Opiſthotonos, and Emproſtho- 
tonos, obſtinate as they may be againſt the 
Attacks of others, are glad to quit their Holds, 
when he prepares to contend with them. In 
2 word, and to bring Matters to ſome Sort of 
Point, he heals | 


All 
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All Maladies | 


Of ghaſtly Spaſm, or racking Torture, Qyalms 


Of heart-ſick Agony, all Fev'rous Kinds, 
Convulſions, Epilepſies, fierce Catarrhs, 
Inteſtine*Stone and Ulcer, Colic Pangs, 
Demoniac Frenzy, moping Melancholy, 
Maraſmus, and wide-waſting Peſtilence, 
Dropſies, and Aſthmas, and Joint-rackin 
Rheums. Ry 
Par. Loſt, Book xi. ver. 480. 


Admoniſhed by ſo many and ſuch rare 
Endowments, We judged it injurious to Me- 
rit, if, being veſted with ſuch Powers as are 


thoſe that appertain to this Univerſity, We 


ſhould permit ſo diſtinguiſhed a Genius to 


rank any longer with Undergraduates. Ac-. 
cordingly We have this Day made, created, 
conſtituted, declared, proclaimed, and pro- 
nounced (he having firſt made Oath to ob- 
ſerve the Statutes appointed by the Faculty) 


as We Do hereby Make, Create, Conſtitute, 
Declare, Proclaim, and Pronounce the fore- 


named RICHARD SWALLOW, late of 


Wrexham in Denbighſhire, North Wales, but 


ROW 


, 
| fl 
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this Atlas in the Sciences, this Coryphæus in 
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now of London, Gent. Doc roR IN MEDICINE; 
conferring on him by the preſent Letters, 
which carry with them all the Force and Au- 
thority of a public Inſtrument, the Power of 
practiſing the Ars ſanandi, curandi, et me- 
dendi, in all its Parts and Branches, here, 
at London, or wherever elſe it ſhall like 
him beſt ; giving, granting, and willing him 
moreover, to enjoy all and ſundry the Pri- 
vileges, Immunities, Honours, Exemptions, 
and Indulgences, which now are or hereto- 
fore have been enjoyed by the firſt Laureates 
of the Medical Profeſſion. And ſurely if 
the Homo catus's Deſerts in aqua trutind po- 
nantur, be weighed in a fair and juſt Balance, 


the Arts, this Æſculapius in Phyſic, will be 
found to have highly merited the Honours 
We have now paid him, by matriculating 
him in the Rolls of that renowned So- 
ciety. ES | 

What now remains for us, but in the 
Bowels of Friendſhip, and with all that 
Siucerity of Affection which ſubſiſts amongſt 


the 
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the truly Learned, to beſeech and obteſt all 


good Men, and all Lovers of good Letters, 
to cultivate Amity with Dr. SWALLOW, 
our new Dignitarian, to forward him in his 
Plans, to ſecond him in his Endeavours, to 
cheriſh him in the whole of his Preſcrip- 
tions, Arrangements, and Operations, for 
the general Health and Welfare; in ſhort, to 
tender him their deareſt Favour and Coun- 
tenance, and to treat Dr. RICHARD 
SWALLOW with all that Eſteem, Good- 
will, Kindneſs, and Cordiality, wherewith 
they themſelves would wiſh to be treated, 
were they in the perſonal Caſe of the ſaid 
Dr. RICHARD SWALLOW, In Teſti- 
mony and Corroboration of all which, We 
have fortified this his Diploma with the 
Appenſion of the Great Seal of the Uni- 
verſity, et ut magis magiſque communiatur, 
have ſubſcribed it with our proper Chi- 
rographs. 


Given at ##***#**#, the Day before the 
Ides of September, in the Year of the 
| Warld, 
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World, according to the beſt Computations, 
VCIODCCLAIV ; of the Julian Period 
VICIDCDXCIV-:; but of the Chriſtian Era 
MDecLX. 


\ | | 
A. B. "Med. Doct. et Prof. Promotor. 
Ci. D. Gymnaſiarcha. 

E. F. Subprincip. 
G. H. S. T. P. 
I. K. Lingg. Orientt. Prof. 
o.. . 
N. O. HH. LL. Prof. Emeritus. 
P. Q. Matheſeus Prof. 
R. 8. 
T. U. S Philoſophiz PP. 
V. W. 


Note, 
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1: Note, Dr. Cameron did not fign with the Reſt, Ea V. 
C. modeſtia, leſt he ſhould be thought to have ſubſcribed to 
his own Evlogium. _ 

Note alſo, That "An d oye] 0 Hape ova; added 
To Ot ago, ag Ko ANR aps a To Ouinag, xovlamiſy av 
exxou] og Is Kaydidale's ypral axxovailayxe out Heede r., 
Novfi®-, A πã·⅛j/ͤ G-, Apiporinng, Inavwy, "InToxpalng, 

Tame, ToAvarO, AM., &c, &c, &c, av} was 
cube ſeorſim (ac i! ovag evpds) By bt Tprex TIpoteo oo 3 


Doug, 


X. V. G. L. P. 


But this and many other Particulars we bave been 
obliged to ſuppreſs, leſt our Hiſtory ſhould be thought to 
ſwell in this Part beyond its due Dimenſions, If ever a 
Second Edition of The PARASITE is called for, and this 
Diplomatic Chapter is found agreeable to the Learned 
Reader, he may depend on being treated with the Original 
Text, in all its Amplitude, and an improved Verſion on 
the oppoſite Pages,” The Whole to be illuſtrated with 


Notes and Comments, and ornamented with a Row of 


Profeſſors Heads, etched in Wood. 

N B. There will be added, as a farther Embelliſhment, 
a Kit-cat of the Principal, and a full Length of the 
Right Hon, the Chancellor, ſcraped in Mezzotiato. 


CHAP, 


CHAP. VIL 


An Account Current of the Practice of Phyſic 
for One Year, together with the net Pro- 
ceeds of Money and Acquaintance. 


F all our Readers have as elevated an Opi- 
nion of our Hero's Learning, Talents, 
and Abilities as the Univerſity of **#*#*x#, 

we ſhould think he would require no other 

Recommendation to be the . Radchff, the 
Mead, the Fothergill of this Metropolis; that 
he might kill and cure Patients enough in one 

Year to ſet him above Practice the Remainder 

of his Days. The Fact is, Dick was as 

much ſurprized as the Reader can poſſibly be 
to think that this learned and impartial Uni- 
verſity had diſcovered in him ſuch amazing 

Talents, and ſuch a prodigious Fund of 

Learning, as he himſelf was (to own the 

| Truth) 
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Truth) utterly unacquainted with. He be- 
gan to think, and not without Reaſon, that he 
had been much too diffident of his own 


Powers, which were ſo conſpicuous in the Eyes 


of ſo many learned Caledonians, even unpol- 
ſeſſed of the Art of Second-ſight. He read 
his Diploma over at leaſt fifty times on his 
Way back to the Metropolis, and he every 
time diſcovered freſh Veins of Erudition 
which had before eſcaped his moſt earneſt 
Attention. What a ſurprizing Genius I 
e am! (ſaid Dick, juſt as he came into the 
River) why, I might have remained ig- 
* norant of at leaſt Half my own Talents, 
«© had I not made this Voyage into Scotland— 
« They would have continued like the Statue 
« in the Block, unfraught with the Sculp- 
e tor's Hand.“ 

Our Hero's Dignity being in every Senſe 
eftabliſhed, there was nothing now left for 
him to acquire, but a Number of Patients 


proportionate to his Skill. The Appellation 


of Walking Docter he was but too ſenſible 


was not only contemptible, but oppro- 


brious; 
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brious; and he, with ſome Reaſon, attri- 
buted the Small neſs of his Practice to the di- 
minutive Size of his Perriwig. He was there- 
fore reſolved to ſurmount theſe Two mani- 
feſt Obſtacles to his medical Succeſs, by 
biring a genteel Chariot, and buying a vo- 
luminous Perriwig with Three ſcientific 
Tails. 

What Impediment could there now be to 
his transferring half the Drugs in London 
into the Bellies of half the Patients of the 
Metropolis? None, certainly, the Reader 


will doubtleſs believe. What fays the 
Doctor? 


Dr. 
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Dr. Per Contra Cr. 


Account Current of Neceſſary Expences at- 
Fees, &c. received tending my Practice 
in the Courſe of the during the Courſe of 
Year 1761. the ſaid Year. 

FenmruUARY 18, 
To Mrs. Martha Felly By Chariot, and all 
1 neceſſary Contin- 

N. B. Found her dead gencies 1200. 

upon my 2d Viſit. 


SEPTEMBER 16. 
To Mr. John Myſty for By Six handſome 
my firſt Attendance, Three: tail Perri- 
tj. ' nes 
N. B. It was agreed each. 31/. 107g, 
upon in a future By Puffs and other 
Conſultation that! very uſeful Hints, 
had intirely miſ- thrown out in the 
taken his Diſorder. publicPapers, con. 
| cerning the great 
Succeſs and ſur- 
prizing Extent of 
my Practice, 1 5, 

103. 6d. 

Vo L. II. F * 
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Dr. Per Contra Cr. 


To the Sale of Nine By Expence of print- 


Pamphlets, Book- , ing and publiſhing 
ſeller's Price, a Pamphlet, ſetting 
65. 9d. forth the Virtues of 
Puppy-Dog Water, 
and other equally 

uſeful Remedies, 


20 J. 165. 
2 4. 197 0 6 
4. 20 9 

Balance loſt by my Practice 
__ this Year FD: 


If the Doctor's Chariot and Tye-wig had 
not yet produced any lucrative Effects, they 
had at leaſt conducted him into ſuch Com- 
pany as an itinerant Phyſician could never 


have made Acquaintance with. He had for 


ſome time been introduced to Governor 
Dibble's Table, which was conſtantly attended 


by a regular Set of Toad-eaters, who to a 


Man 
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Man admired the Governor's Taſte in Litera- 
ture as well as Eating ; they were frequently 
altogether aſtoniſhed at his deep Penetration 
and ſurprizing Judgment, and would one and 
all give an unanimous Approbation, by the 


general Pronunciation of, Aſtoniſbing indeed 


Though this ſame univerſal Eulogium might 
carry with it, to People of Diſcernment, the 
Air of the Paraſitical Watch-word, the Go- 
vernor was ſo thoroughly convinced of the 
Extent of his own Abilities, and the Juſtice 
of the Applauſe which he claimed from every 
one, that theſe ſhort though regular Pane- 
gyrics never gave him the kaſt Diſguſt, or, 
indeed, Confuſion. 

His principal and moſt conſtant Gueſts 
conſiſted of an old Enſign, who was literally 
worn out in the Service, having for five-and- 
forty Years ſerved his Country, without 
having yet riſen a Step higher than the firſt 
Rank he ſet out with; yet he could enu- 
merate 20 Sieges, 30 pitched Battles, beſides 
Skirmiſhes without Number, in which he al- 
ways carried the Engliſb Colours, without 
having once left them behind him, and in 
F 2 which 
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Which he had generally been on the Side of 
the Victors. The Governor hung with Won- 
der and Aſtoniſhment upon his Campaigns, 
Sieges, Attacks, and forced Marches His 
Plans of Operation were amazing, and their 
Succeſs was equal to their Excellence——His 
Manoeuvres, his Feints, his Intelligence, were 
almoſt all to be ranked amongſt the incre- 
dible, and would doubtleſs have conferred in- 
finite Honour upon him, had he been a Gene- 
ral inſtead of an Enſign. 

The next who took Rank according to his 
Seniority was Juſtice Drybones. He was neither 
more nor leſs than a decayed Lawyer, who, not- 
withſtanding all his Fineſſe in an hone/t Practice, 
for want of a ſufficient Number of good Cli- 
ents,found himſelf under theNeceſlity of taking 
Refuge in the Verge of the Court, Teſt his own 
Practice ſhould have been turned againſt him- 
ſelf. Whilſt he continued in this Situation, 
without either a Suit of Law or a Suit of 
Cloaths, a Nobleman, to whom he had done 
a particular Service of a private Nature with 
reſpect to a Lady, found Means to get him 
into the Commiſſion, though his Qualification 

Was 
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was but very ſmall indeed. However, with 
the Aſſiſtance of the Governor's Table, a 
hebdomadal Feefrom one of the News-Papers 
for juſticiary Articles, and his Trade, he found 
Means. to keep Life -and Soul together, and 
run a little more into Debt, | 

The third upon the Liſt was Mr. Szately, 


a reformed Player; that is, he had, in his 


younger Days, acted with indifferent Succeſs 


for ſome Years, when, having a ſmall An- 


nuity bequeathed him by a Relation, as he 


could no longer rank with the riſing theatri- . 


cal Geniuſſes of the Age, he refolved not to 
continue in a ſubordinate Walk, and in a Fit 
of Jealouſy and Spleen turned Gentleman. 
His Attention was, however, {till taken up with 


the Theatres, and the private Hiſtories of | 


the Green Reom, which frequently afforded 
him Opportunities of bringing into Play his 
Drama-hiſtorical Reading, which, together 
with the theatrical Anecdotes of the Day fur- 
niſhed him with Converſation enough to make 
him a very agreeable Gueſt, and his Hoſt to 
look upon him as a * deſirable Com- 
panion. 


F 3 Nr. 


5 
}- 
1 
S 1 
1 
; 
' 
5 
| 
j 


* 
1 
' . 
x 
++ 
* 
= 
+ 2 
, — 
1 4 
* 
N 1 
f 1 
7 
fl 
* 
1 
þ 1 
. 
; 
. 
B73 
. 
1 1 
i £ 
— 
is 
2 
: 
4 4 . 
141 
479 
177 
1 
*1 
3 4 
10 
1 
= - 
1 * 
{ '% 
1 
. ' . 
Inn 
SALT 
4 
of s > 
1 
j N 
'' : 
U 
* j 
: 
: ' 
, 
| : 
4 
f 
1 
11 
, T3 
11 
P 


5» THE PARASITE. 
Mr, Manly was a decayed Merchant, wh6 


from a State of great Aﬀuence, carrying on 
at one time a very extenſive Trade to all 


Parts of the World, had, by a conſiderable 


Failure, been obliged himſelf to break ; when 
his Circumſtances being much reduced, he 
went over to America, in Hopes of bettering 
his Fortune, It was here he made an Ac- 
quaintance with Governor Dibble, who took 
a Fancy to him from his firſt Appearance, by 
reaſon of the Profundity of his commercial 


Erudition, which the Governor availed him- 


ſelf of whilſt he was abroad, and thought it 
behoved him now to make him all the Re- 
turns in his Power whilſt he was at home. 
Theſe Four conſtant Gueſts, with Doctor 
Swallow, and a ſmall flying Squadron, who 
occaſionally took up their Quarters here, 
tormed the Governor's general Companions, 


CHAP. 
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CHAT: ih 


The CHAPTER or POLITICS, or a Clue to 
the Intereſts, Intrigues, and Machinations 
of all the Princes in Europe ; together with 
an Explanation of the Conſtitution of Eng- 
land, as it is at preſent affefted : Being the 
Ne plus ultra nothing. 


\ROM ſuch elegant, entertaining, and 

uſeful Company, our Hero failed not to 
derive many Advantages. In the firſt place, 
He looked upon himſelf as initiated into that 
honourable and numerous Society of Gentle- 
men-Toad-eaters, and was thereby intitled to 
a paraſitical Plate at every genteel Table in 
Town that admitted of learned Men and 
Bons-Vivans, Secondly, He acquainted him- 
ſelf with all the Minutiæ of the military Art, 
and was capable of filling every Poſt in the 
F 4 __ Army, 


% 
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Army, from a Common Soldier up to a Ge- 
neral, beſides being well verſed in all the 
Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene's 
Sieges and Battles, and every Stratagem uſed 
by theſe Two great Generals to produce 
the ever-glorious Peace of Utrecht. Thirdly, 
He got a deep Inſight into Common Law, 
and knew how far a Man might treſpaſs with 
Impunity, or how far the Equity of a Trad- 
ing-Juſtice might be corrupted. Fourthly, 
His early Acquaintance with the Stage re- 
ceived great Improvements, from many cu- 
rious and ſecret Anecdotes which he had 
never before met with. Fifthly, His Know- 
ledge ef Trade, Commerce, and Navigation, 
was greatly extended, and he knew to a Frac- 
tion when the Balance was for or againſt us 
in every Port of Europe, Aſia, Africa, and 
America, But above all, fixthly, His Judg- 
ment in Politics was moſt particularly im- 
proved; for Governor Dibble was a profeſſed 
Politician, and conſequently this was the 
principal Topic of Diſcourſe at his Table, 
The Governor calculated to an Hour. when a 
ſubſidiary or defenſive and offenſive Treaty 
Was 
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was to be ſigned between any of the con- 
tracting Parties. He knew how long the 
Court of Vienna would oppoſe the Views of 
Great Britain, or when Prufſia was to change 
- Sides, to trim the Scale in the Balance of 
Europe. He was perfectly acquainted with 
the Secrets of the Ottoman Porte; knew 
when the Grand Signior was to make a Mo- 
tion upon the Frontiers of Hungary, and 
when the Czarina was to demonſtrate her pa- 
cific Intentions to all Eursþe, by the En- 
trance of 50,000 Men into Livonia. As to 
the Intrigues of the Courts of Verſailles and 
Madrid, he ſeemed acquainted with their ori- 
ginal Springs and Sources, with all their va- 
rious Intereſts direct and indirect, together 
with their intricate Chain of concatenating 
Effects; and was ſo deeply inftrufted in all 
the Deliberations of the Cabinet Councils of 
the petty Princes of Italy, that it would 
ſeem as if he kept each of their Prime Mini- 
ſters in conſtant Pay. Such was his ex- 
tenſive Knowledge of the various Intereſts of 
the Princes of Eurobe. But when he came 
to our Domeſtic Concerns, he diſplayed a ſtill 

deeper 
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deeper Inſight into the Nature of our Con- 
Mitution, our Plan of Government, the Court 
and Intrigues. He always antici- 
pated a Change in the Miniſtry, at leaſt a 
Fortnight before it took Place — He could give 
the Subſtance of the King's Speech Three Days 
before he made it He knew to a Penny the 
Sums that would be granted for the Supplies 
of the current Yelr, and to an Unite the Num- 
ber of Men that would be employed at home 
and abroad ; what public Bills would be 
brought in and paſſed; and which thrown 
out ; when the Majority would carry it, and 
when the Minority would give it up; and 
what is ftill more extraordinary and para- 
doxical, when the Minority would become 
the Majority, and the Majority the Mi- 
nority. | 

Theſe were a few amongſt the many emi- 
nent Proofs which Governor Dibble gave of 
nis political Knowledge.—No wonder then 
that he was heard with Attention by his 
worthy Gueſts, who hung upon his Accents, 
and ſeemed to devour his Words—(till Din- 


ner came)—No wonder that every one of 
| | his 
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his Friends were obliged-fometimes to launch 
out of their natural Element, and embark on' - 
board a political Veſſel bound to the Iſland: of 
Utopia. It was this abſolute Neceſſity that 
firſt induced our Hero to commence Politician; 
for to ſupport the Converſation with the Go- 
vernor, it was expedient -he ſhould be very 
deeply read in all the political Pamphlets 
which the Preſs groaned under, as well as the 
diurnal Eſſays pro and con that appeared in 
the public Papers. Dick applied to this uſe- 
ful Study, and ſhortly made fo great a Profi- 
ciency therein, that the Governor himſelf pro- 
nounced that our Hero was capable of filling 
the Poſt of Secretary of State as well as any 
Member of the Coteric, however much at 
Variance with Miniſters, Places, and Pen- 
ſions, | n 

It was at this brilliant Period of Politics 
that our Hero ſhone forth in all his Luſtre at 
the Smyrna, at the Cocua tree, and at Slaugh- 
ter's. Many and learned were the Diſputes 
he maintained to prove that a Scotch Miniſter 
could never act right; that the Word 
WY CONOMY ſhould be erated fram every- 


Dictionary 
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Dictionary extant, as of baneful and Ultra- 
Tweediſh Influence; and that Mr. Samuel 
Johnſon, though a penſioned Writer, ſhould, 
for the Honour of Literature, give the Lead 
in the next Edition of his Folio Dictionary. 
In a very deep Diſpute he one Day maintained 
at the laſt of theſe Coffee-houſes, with a 
Gentleman of the Long-Robe, in Defence of 
Triennial Parliaments, and in Oppoſition to 
Continental Connexions, the Plurality of 
Votes were againſt him, and a Detachment of 
Hanoverian Light Cavalry would certainly 
have ſet all his Corps to Flight, if he had not 
called to his Aſſiſtance an auxiliary Squadron 
of ancient Greeks, under the Command of 
Lieutenant-General Heſiod; when he ſoon re- 
covered his Ground, and obtained a complete 
Victory over the Enemy. 

Our Hero had frequent Conflicts of this 
Sort with many Veteran Politicians, wha 
veered their Opinions with their Patrons 
Sentiments and their own Intereſt : And it 
was pleaſant to hear Dick, who profeſſed 
himſelf of no Party but that of Common 
Senſe, by Turns confute them with the ſame 

Arguments 
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Arguments they had formerly uſed in Op- 

poſition to their preſent political Creed. 
What an amazing Science is Politics. 
It not only changes the very Nature and 
Eſſence of Things—proves Right to be 
Wrong, and Wrong to be Right—deter- 
mines what is Patriotiſm To-day to be 
Treaſon To-morrow —— Not only this, I 
ſay, but changes even its own Form, Shape, 
Complexion, Sentiments, Doctrines, and 
Nature of Exiſtence !-——When ſhall I be 
able to explore the intricate Mazes that fur- 
round thee, and difcover w HERE thou really 
art ? — Determine thy various Properties, 
and ſay WHAT thou really art? Aſcertain 
thy different and numerous Virtues, and tell 
WHAT thou mayeſt become *—Pronounce 
upon thy multifarious Powers, and aver 
WHAT thou art capable of performing ?— 
Till then-I leave thee, thou great and in- 
explicable Myſtery, to. Stateſmen and Pa- 
triots, Miniſters and Projectors, Placemen 
and Candidates, Let theſe, thy afliduous 
. Admirers, enjoy the pleaſing Delirium thou 
affordeſt 
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affordeſt Let em, as from a lovely bat 
fickle Miſtreſs, vaunt thy Favours, and pub- 
Jiſh thy Gratifications— And if they prove 
not, like other tranſitory Joys, fleeting and 
imaginary Tranſports, but laſting and ſub- 
ſtantial Bleſſings, they will gain more by thy 
Embraces than many, many — of thy 
conſtànt Votaries ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP I 


The preſent State of the Family and other 
Correſpondence between London and Wrex- 
ham, &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. 


ICK haying already practiſed One 
| whole Year in the Character of a re- 
gular Phyſician, with all the neceſſary and 
infallible Inſignia and Regalia of Medicine— 
ſettled his Accounts, and ſtruck a very fair 
Balance againſt himſelf and his Practice 
gained the Aequaintance and good Opinion - 
of Governor Dibble—regulated the preſent 
and future State of Europe, as planned in 
every Court Cabinet of Chriſtendom, together 
with the Secrets of the Ottoman Porte, and 
taken Leave (at leaſt for the preſent) of Po- 
| litics—let us enquire how far parental Ties, 
amorous 3 Gordian) Knots, and other 

conſan- 
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conſanguinary Links, at this Juncture ex- 
tended between the Meridian of London and 
the Town of H#rexham in Denbighſhire, North 
ales. 

It is a long Time ſince we have mentioned 
either the Reverend Mr. Swallow, the phar- 
maceutical Mr. Evans, or the maternal Mrs, 
Kate, But though we have paſſed them 
over in ſo much Silence, as if they had not 
been in E/ſ ever ſince the Beginning of Vol. I. 
we muſt now remind- the Reader, that they 
were all alive, and, what is more, in good 
Health, as well as Maſter Swallow, alias 
Maſter Evans. 

The Reverend Mr. Swallow had "700 time 
to time made very earneſt Enquiry after his 
Son Dick. He had written many a Letter to 
his Correſpondent, who had ſo ſpeedily and 
ſo effectually recommended him to Mr. 
Fillet. But the Accounts he received from 
him were very diſſatisfactory; the Tant- 
amount of all the Intelligence he could gain 
from that Quarter was, That our Hero was 
a fad Scoundrel—had done him great Diſbo- 
nour in the Recommendation—had ruined the 
Peace 
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Peace of a Family, and debauched his Ma- 
feer's Wife. This was Information egough 
from that Part; and he never applied for 
further Intelligence, to that Correſpondent, 
on the Score of his Son. The Inquiries he 
made through other Channels produced va- 
rious and very different Accounts of Dick : 
At one time he received Advice that his Son 
had been taken up for a Highwayman, had 
been tried at the Od Bailey and condemned, 
and was to be executed the next Hahging-day. 
Such Intelligence never failed to force the ſym- 
pathetic Sigh, or extract the parental Tear, 
At other times he heard that his Son had 
made his Fortune, rode in his Chariot, and 
was above the World. Above the World, in- 
deed, he would ſay I could forgive any thing 
but Ingratitude—1 never could have ſiſpected 
that Dick would have been guilty of this Vice, 
which is a hundred times more unpardonable 
than all the deadly Sins put together. 
Mr. Evans, who had always conſidered 
| Dick as a very untoward Genius, and had not 
yet nearly forgiven him for the manifeſt In- 
jury he had done his Character, by the Im- 
Vox. II. G | putation 
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putation of Kate's Fruitfulneſs, never heard 
df the fair Chance Dick ſtood of meeting with 
an untimely Fate, but he very dogmatically 
pronounced, He knew the Raſcal would be 
4% hanged.” - But when he was compelled to 
liſten to his good Fortune, he as conſtantly re- 
marked, That he might thank him for the 
« uſeful Inſtructions he had received, and 
© the great Ground-work of Phyſic upon 
« which Dick had ingrafted his medicinal 
Knowledge, and which was certainly laid 
„ behind his Counter.” | 
As to Kate, ſhe ſtill retained a Kind of di- 
ſtant Affection for Dick; yet it was ru- 
moured ſhe had well improved the Knowledge 
our Hero had inſtilled into her, though ſhe 
had never been able to give ſuch demon- 
{trable Proofs of the Excellence of her Parts, 
or the Force of her Abilities, as ſhe had done 
under his Tuition, When it was reported 
that Dick had made his Fortune, that he 
kept his Coach and Noblemen's Company, 
Kate's Heart began to flatter, and ſhe ima- 
gined ſhe had been much to blame to remain 
ſo long in the paultry Town of Wrexham, 
2 — TRE 
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When, had ſhe taken the ſame heroic Step ts 
Dick, and repaired to London (which ſhe 
now was thoroughly convinced was, as {he 
had often heard, paved with Gold) ſhe doubt- 
leſs would have been as great an Ornament 
to her Family as Dick was to his; and ſhe 
therefore reſolved to make ſuch an Excur- 
ſion, without acquainting any one with it, 
| the firſt favourable Opportunity that of- 
_ — . 1 
It is not ſurprizing that Kate ſhould be 
animated to ſuch a Reſolution, as ſhe had 
never heard any thing but on the favourable 
Side of Dick's Fortune, the diſagreeable Ru- 
mours concerning him having been kept A 
profound Secret in the Family; and as his 
Elevation was ere now confirmed by a Letter 
from himſelf, which he had wrote to his Fa» 
ther, and which wiped away all the foul 
Staitis of Ingratitude, wherewith he had, 
not without ſome Reaſon, been ſullied. 
In this Letter Dick took particular Care to 
paſs over in Silence the many Viciſſitudes of 
Fortune which had more than once brought 
him to the Theſhold of a Jail: Neither 
TOY "WH did 
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did he enter into any Diſquiſition of his 
Conduct towards Mr. or Mrs. Fillet—— 
mention the Acquaintance he afterwards 
made, through Mrs. V/ , with Lady 
D „nor the Means whereby he had ac- 
quired his ſmall (very ſmall, indeed, by this 
time) Fortune. But to make Amends for 
rhis, he ſent a Tranſcript of his Diploma at 
large, with a Tranſlation for the Peruſal of 
his Uncle, and ſubjoined a Lift of all his 
noble and genteel Acquaintance. 

It was this Letter, which was read over 
privately and publicly (I do not know whe- 
ther the Reverend Mr. Swallow did not de- 
liver it from the Pulpit) that re-echoed our 
Hero's Fame far and near, Every one com- 
plimented Mr. Swallow upon his Son's Merit 
and good Fortune, and Mr. Evans for having 
inſtilled thoſe Principles of . phyſical Know- 
ledge, which now did ſo much Honour to 
him and his Pupil ; nor did Kate plume her- 
ſelf a little upon her Connexion—She gave 
Hints that ſhe ſhould be a Gentlewoman 
ſoon, and, by her indiſcreet Conduct, was 
preparing a very diſagreeable Introduction to 
| $ tha: 
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that Rank, as ſhe had dropped enough to 
make her be ſuſpected of Perjury, and pro- 
cure for her an Initiation to Gentility, by a 
public Exhibition in the Pillory. 

Such was the Situation of Affairs at Wrex- 
ham, and ſuch the Opinion of our Hero's 
Town's Folks upon his amazing good For- 
tune, whilſt he was in London, curſing his 
perverſe Stars, and deploring his adverſe Fate. 
In Deſpite of all his Endeavours to obtain 
Practice, in Deſpite of all his Efforts to gain a 
Subſiſtence, without devouring the Re- 
mainder of his ſmall Pittance, he found him- 
ſelf every Day approaching nearer to the 
laſt Guinea of the Legacy which Lady D—- 
had bequeathed him; and it was this diſ- 
agreeable Perſpective that made him divert 
his Attention from Phyſic to Projects The 
Doctor ſunk into the Schemiſt—Nay, he did 
not only ſink himſelf, but he ſunk his ſmall 
Fortune. But as this is a Matter that re- 
quires fome Elucidation, we think it worthy” 
of prefacing a new Chapter to the Reader's 8 
Attention. 
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CHAP, X. 


A Legal Introduction ta an Oratorial Chapter 
ben Fiſh; being the Subſtance of a Speech 
Dr. Swallow made in the Society of Arts, 
| Manufatures, and Commerce, upon that 


| * 


NOW all Men (then) by theſe Now 
- ſents (I do not abſolutely mean whe- 
6 Fr they will or not) that Richard Swal- 
« low, M. D. f the Pariſh of St. James, 
« Weſtminſter, in the County of Middleſex ; 
« to wit *; having, on the 21 Day of 
January, in the Year of our Lord One thou- 
« ſand Seven hundred and Sixty:two, and in 


* r 
* % * * 


An over-learned Critio may perhaps aſk, whether 
there is any Sende or Meaning in this Period, ſet gfide, 
Wit, | 


& | the 


THE -P-A'R-A'S E-'T-E #7: 


« the Second Year of the Reign of our Sove- 
e reign Lord George the Third, of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, and ſo forth, 
l. been adviſed and counſelled, by ſeveral 
« venerable and learned Members of the So- 
* ciety of Arts, Manufaftures, and Com- 
* merce, to propoſe himſelf a Candidate for a 
« Memberſhip in the ſaid Society; at the ſame 
« time ſetting forth to him the many and va- 
« rious Advantages that he would therefrom 
« derive, he conſented to let himſelf be pro- 
&« poſed accordingly : And having been bal- 
* lotted in due Form, agreeable to the Laws 
« and Rules of the ſaid Society, he was elected 
« a Member of the REI * 2 
and ſo forth.“ 


Perhaps the Reader may be curious to 
know the Cauſe of my beginning this Chapter 


in ſo quaint a Manner That he may be 
fatisfied, I anſwer to this, it muſt be allowed 


to be done in ſome Form; and though the 


Reader may be ignorant of it, I am not, that 
the Society in queſtion is a very numerous, 


learned, and reſpectable Body; and Iam not 


G 4 certain 
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certain how far I or my Publiſher might have 
been ſafe to have ſaid any thing about them, 
if I had not done it in a legal Manner, Li- 
bels are Libels, true or falſe ; and I will not 
be poſitive whether Doctor Richard Swallow 
may not have a very good Action againſt the 
firſt PERSON who ſtigmatizes him with the 
Appellation of a Paraſite, | 


Doctor Richard Swallow had ſcarce been in- 
troduced into the Society before he heard many 
elaborate and learned Diſcourſes upon very 
profound and intereſting Subjects. Having been 
early admitted one of the Chemical Commit- 
tee, he had ſeen, by the moſt ſimple, and yet 
ſurpriſing Proceſs, the moſt nauſeous Train 
Oil inſtantly transformed into the pureſt Sallad 
Oil, and which all Members conſtantly uſed, 
with the higheſt Guſto, whenever they gave 
a looſe to their Luxury upon the Score of 
Endif and Salary. He had ſeen the largeſt and 
moſt ſtubborn Trees torn up by the Roots, 
with amazing Facility, by a Hand-Machine as 
portable as a Snuff-box—Theſe, and a Num- 
ber of uſeful Experiments, he had been an 
Eye- 
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Eye-witneſs to, and ſtood amazed at the ſur- 
prizing Penetration of the - Society, and the 
ſtill more ſurprizing Ingenuity and Diſinter- 
eſtedneſs of its Members, who thus diſcloſed 
ſuch uſeful and valuable Diſcoveries, for ſuch 
trifling (merely honorary) . Rewards that the 
Society beſtowed, _ Es 

Our Hero the Doctor had not, however, yet 
been ſufficiently animated to diſcourſe upon any 
Subject that occurred - Whether it was 
through a certain Baſhfulneſs and Modeſty 
that ſeem epidemical in this Society, and 
which few Members can ſurmount, or whe- 
ther the Doctor, whoſe Patriotiſm was the 
juſt Index of his Soul, did not think any 
Subject ſufficiently intereſting wherein the 
real and immediate Good of his Country was 
not concerned, thus much is certain, he was 
able to reſiſt all the Importunities of Fame 
and Reputation, which he would at any time 
have highly enhanced, by delivering upon any 
Occaſion his Sentiments, till the patriotic. 
Fiſh Scheme came upon the Carpet. He 
could then no longer with- hold, but, as if 


by 
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by a ſupernatural Impulſe, he uttered a 
Speech, the Purport whercof was nearly as 
follows : 


« MR. PRESIDENT, 
* = is with the greateſt Deference to the 
Sentiments of the Gentleman who 
* ſpoke laſt that I now riſe up to ſpeak to 
* the Subject before us. 

“ ſhall endeavour to elucidate theſe Points 
'« wherewith I am particularly acquainted ; 
* and ſhall attempt to throw out ſome Hints 
concerning thoſe whereof I may indeed be 
« jonorant. 

« It muſt aſſuredly, Mr. Preſident, appear to 
&« every Gentleman who is actuated with a 
© Jaudable Zeal for the public Good, that every 
* Branch of Monopoly ſhould be baniſhed from 
« this Land of Liberty; for it is in vain to boaſt 
of our Privileges, of our Conſtitution ei- 
ce ther in Church or State, as long as ſuch a 
„ Hydra-headed Monſter rears its Creſt in 
<« open Defiance of our Laws, and our well- 
© regulated Police: And there can be no 
1 * Species of Monopoly io dangerous, or fo 

| « ſenſibly 
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* ſenſibly felt by every Rank of People, but 
more eſpecially by the Artiſt and the La- 
«© bourer, as that which immediately affects 
« the Neceſſaries of Life, —It were need- 
« leſs for a Man to live in the happieſt 
« Climate under Heaven, without even 
« the Shadow of Reſtraint, if, with all his 
Liberty and Felicity, by the Licentiouſ- 
« neſs of his Fellow-Citizens, or the Re- 
„ miſlneſs of the Laws, he were unable to 
_ # procure, with all his Induſtry, Food and 
«« Raiment for himſelf and Family. I believe, 
% Mr. Preſident, that no Gentleman will at- 
* tempt to contraditt me, when I ſay, that 
“% no Artizan or Labourer who cannot, with- 
« all his Induſtry, procure the Neceſſaries of 
« Life, can be called eaſy in his Circum- 
« ſtances—Nay, I believe no Gentleman of 
* this Society, ever ſo deſirous of ſtarting Ab- 
* ſurdities, will pretend to aver that Felicity 
« and Famine were ever connected in the 
„ {ame Idea, however complex he may chuſe 
to render it. Yet, Mr. Preſident, it is no- 
* torious to every Man who chuſes to give 
* himſelf the Trouble of Thinking (and I 
« doubt 
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doubt not but the Majority of the Mem- 
bers of this honourable Society frequently 
« ſacrifice ſome of their leiſure Hours to Me- 
« ditation)-that the Neceſſaries of every Kind 
« are ſo exorbitantly enhanced in their Price, 
« as to bear no Proportion with the Wages 
« of the Artizan and Labourer, many of 
« whom are no better paid now than they 
« were Fifty Years ago, when Proviſions 
« were at leaſt Fifty per Cent. cheaper than 
« they are at preſent. There may be various 
“ Cauſes aſſigned for the Increaſe of the 
Price of Proviſions, ſuch as new Taxes, 
&© which raiſe the Rent of Lands, bad Crops, 
t and Diſorders àmongſt the Cattle. The 
« firſt Cauſe muſt, doubtleſs, be allowed; 
« but as to the two latter, they have had no 
Share in the Exorbitancy complained of. 
“Our Crops have been remarkably good for 
* ſome Years, and we have had no Diſorder 
rage amongſt our horned Cattle ſince the 
« Year 1748: So that we may trace the real 
« Source of this Evil to the all- graſping Hand 
of Avarice, which ſtretches itſelf out from 
by * Monopolizers and Foreſtallers of every 

« Kind: 
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« Kind : For if the Subject was not loaded 
« with any more Taxes than the State really 
e impoſes and receives, he might be very well 
&« able to bear them; but when the State le- 
« vies a Halfpenny, the Goers-between exact 
«© Two Pence. It is only neceſſary to recur 
© to two recent Taxes, to be convinced of 
« this—the Porter and the Coffee Acts. But 
« pray, Mr.Preſident, what have the additional 
« Taxes to do with Fiſh? This Commodity 
« at leaſt is free from Impoſt ; and yet it has 
« been the Object of more continued Extor- 
*« tion than all the other Commodities lumped 
together. It is nothing extraordinary to 
% ſee a Fiſhmonger, in a few Years, amaſs a 
« Fortune of Twenty or Thirty thouſand 
« Pounds, when perhaps he had not a Hun- 
t dred Pounds at firſt ſetting out. Why, 
« Mr. Preſident, I have been informed, from 
„ very good Authority, that ſome of the ca- 
* pital Fiſlhmongers make 500 Per Cent. upon 
« every Article they deal in. We have long 
« and very juſtly complained of the extor- 
„ tionary Intereſt the Pawnbrokers exact 
from the needy and neceſſitous: But what 
«c IS 
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* js 30 or even 50 ßer Cent. compared to 
5 500? Beſides, they run many more Riſques, 
« and are kept many more Months out of 
&« their Money. I do not mean by what IL 
10 have ſaid any-way to exculpate the uſurious 
« Conduct of thoſe public Leeches the Pawn- 
* brokers. I only mean to compare the ex- 
* travagant Gains of a Set of People who are 
<« Jooked upon to be the moſt griping of 

* any in Trade, with the virtuous, honeſt 
% Fiſhmongers. It is true theſe worthy men 
« ayer, that they do not grind the Face of the 
*«© Poor; that there is no Neceſlity for any but 
« the Rich to feed upon Delicacies—ln this 
« ] believe they are right; for there is ſcarce 
« a wotking Man in a Hundred who has ſer 
« down to a Diſh of Fiſh, without it were 
« Sprats, for theſe Twenty Years. But 
C ſurely, Mr. Preſident, they would not pre- 
tc tend to exclude every Man who has not a 
«© Thouſand a Year from taſting a Bit of good 
« Fiſh; and yet this is the plain Engliſb of 
« all this falſe Logic. Fiſh, Mr. Preſident, 
« ſeems by Nature to be the deſtined Food 
« of Engliſbmen. Evety Iſlander ſeems in- 
= s veſted 
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© veſted by his Nativity with an wndoubted 
*« Right to regale upon the ſcaly World, who 
* are as numerous as they are unconfined, 
« unable to call any one their Lord or Ma- 
« fer. Yet theſe conſcientious Gentlemen 
« would preclude us of our Birthright #— 
« A Birthright that is the more dear to us as 
* jt is the moſt falutary to our Healths, and 
«the moſt ſuited to our Conſtitutiong—— 
The Hollanders look upon the Herring Sea- 
©« ſon as the Scourge of Phyſicians ; for they 
never have any Occaſion for them as long 
r ag it continues. All Naturaliſts agree that 
« Fiſh is the moſt prolific Food we can eat: 
« So that every Man ſhould be conſidered 
« as a Traitor to his Country who would pre- 
i vent the Increaſe of its Subjects; and how 
far the Fiſhmongers have been inſtrumental 
© in the Decreaſe of them, I leave to their own 
« Breaſts, as there is no Law extant that takes 
Notice of this Kind of Homicide, 


— ͤ7PV:w 
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* Whether the Doctor did not eontradict himſelf a little 
here, we leave the Reader to determine, 


4 1 1 think, 
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I think, Mr. Preſident, it appears very 
&« evident, from what I have ſaid, that there 
* cannot be a more extenſive or beneficial 
« Plan to this Country than the preſent Scheme 
« of reducing the exorbitant Price of Fiſh ; 
« and therefore, Sir, I am of Opinion, that the 
« worthy Gentleman who has taken ſo much 
« Pains to bring this great and falutary 
e Scheme to bear, deſerves the warmeſt 
Thanks and unlimited Aſſiſtance of this ho- 
s nourable Society.” 


So elaborate and well-digeſted a Speech 
failed not to meet with the Applauſe it de- 
ſerved; and Dick has looked upon himſelf 
therefrom as greatly inſtrumental in the Suc- 
cels of the Land Carriage Fiſh Scheme. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 


The Extent and Succeſs of Dick's ſurprizing 
Scheme. The unfortunate Accident which 
happens to Mynheer Vanderbrocken, which 
nips cur Hero's Glory in the Bud. 


UCCESS is ſometimes as fatal as ill 
Fortune, Had not the Fiſh Plan 
(wherein Dick thought he had a conſiderable 
Share) ſucceeded ſo marvellouſly well, per- 
haps Dick would have been diſcouraged from 
the Thoughts of turning Projector himſelf, 
But finding that ſuch lucky Hits not only - 
made a Man looked upon with much Im- 
portance, but alſo might be the Means of 
procuring an ample Fortune, Dick's Thoughts 
were, from the firſt Hour that Soals were 
vended for Nine Pence a Pound in London, 
reſolved to attempt ſome Scheme equally ad- 
vantageous. | | t 
Vo L. II. H The 
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. The Society had for ſome time promiſed a 
Bounty to any one who ſhould produce a cer- 
tain Quantity of Saltpetre made in England. 
The great Extent of Dick's phyſical Know- 
| ledge, for which he had very good Vouchers 
from Scotland, readily induced him to believe 
that ſo valuable a Secret was certainly left for 
ſome ſuch great Genius as himſelf to diſ- 
cover. 

He had, much about this Time, made Ac- 
quaintance with a German, who, after having 
travelled'thro' moſt of the capital Cities of Eu- 
roße, and made the Fortunes of a Hundred Ad- 
venturers, was in this Metropolis actually with- 
out a Pair of Breeches to cover his Nakedneſs. 
He nevertheleſs had Parts, which were very 
diſcernable to Dick : He ſpoke Latin fluently, 
had a pretty Cemmand of Words upon Che- 
miſtry, and even Alchemy, and proved-to a 
Demonſtration (at leaſt in Dick's Opinion) 
that there was nothing wanting for him and 
another to get an Hundred thouſand Pounds, 
in a very ſhort Period, but the Riſque of a 
fmall Capital of Four or Five hundred. Be- 


= his being Proprietor of a Variety of 
| Neſtrums, 
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Noſtrums, none of which were inferior to the 
Univerſal Panacæa, he was the Inventor of the 
Sympathetic Powder, whereby any Wound 
might be cured at an Hundred Leagues Di- 
ſtanice from the Patient, by having obtained 
a little Lint -dipped into the Wound. But 
what particularly ſtruck Dick, and made him 
conſider it as a miraculous Event that he had 
made ſo valuable an Acquaintance (though 
in Rags) in this critical Juncture, was his be- 
ing poſſeſſed of the Secret of making Salt- 
petre vegetate like young Sprouts, Here was 
a notable Diſcovery !—No wonder that the 
Doctor immediately ſent for his Taylor, and 
had Mynheer Vanderbrocken equipped from 
Head to Foot—No wonder that he imme- 
diately advanced an Hundred Pounds for the 
purchaſing of Pots, Earth, Dung, and all 
the neceſſary Ingredients ta make Saltßetre 
vegetate like young Sprouts. 

Dick now conſidered his Fortune as already 
made, and he looked upon Mynheer Vander- 


brocken as his Guardian Angel. In this Opi- 


nion had Mynheer aſked the Doctor for every 
Eg he was worth in the World, he 


H 2 might 
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might have commanded it; fo thoroughly 
was he convinced of this great Man's Probity 
and Abilities. However, the German had 


Modeſty enough to drain our Hero of no 


more than One hundred Gnineas additional, 
whilſt the Completion of Dick's Ex pectations 
approached every Day the nearer. February, 
March, and even 4þril elapſed, without the 
Saltpetre beginning to ſhoot. Dick could 
not refrain from teſtifying ſome Impatience ; 
but he was pretty well ſatisfied, when Myn- 
heer remonſtrated that it was a very back- 


ward Spring. This ſatisfied the Doctor till 
about the Middle of May; when no Saltþetre 


Sþrouts ſtill appearing, he could no longer 
refrain from hinting there muſt have been 
ſome. Miſtake committed, as Coleworts, Cab- 
bages, and Brocoli were now in great 


Plenty. 


Mynheer Vanderbrocten told the Doctoi 


he was ſorry to find him of ſuch an impa- 


tient Diſpoſition; that Saltþetre did not 
grow preciſely like other Herbs; that ſome: 
„ Seaſons there was but a very ſlender Crop, 
« gr perhaps no Crop at all; but then the 
| | * next 
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« next was ſure to be a very plentiful one. 
„However (continued Mynheer) that you 
map be fatisfied I do not impoſe upon you, 
if you have a mind to be convinced of my 
great Skill upon the Score of Saltpetre, I will 
produce a Quantity ſufficient to make as 
„much Gunpowder as will blow up the Tower 
* of London within a Month.” This perſpective 
Exploſion was a Feu de joye to Dick: Mynheet 
obtained 200 J. more to purchaſe: Carts and 
Horſes, and buy up all the Rubbiſh and Soil 
about Town, which was to be converted into 
the ſame Quantity of Salipetre, without Loſs 
or Diminution. In a word, Dick was, in a 
Week's Time, become one of the greateſt 
Scavengers of this Metropolis; and during 
the Period that he exerciſed this Function, 
the Streets were kept much cleaner than they 
were ever known to be before. 

A proper Laboratory was hired, with the 
neceſſary Apparatus; and there was now 
found no poſſible Impediment to the Execu- 
tion of their Project, or reaping all the Ad- 
vantages they were to derive from it. Myn- 
heer acquainted the Doctor, from Day to 

H 3 Day, 
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Day, that every thing went on to the utmoſt 
Extent of- his Wiſhes + and that he had no- 
thing to do but conſider how he might diſ- 
poſe of ſo great a Quantity of Saltpetre as 
would be produced, to the moſt Advantage, 
He would willingly have contracted with the. 
Government ; but he found they had no Oc- 
caſion for this Ingredient in its crude State: 
So that he at length entered into an Engage- 
ment to deliver to a Dutch Gunpowder Mer- 
chant oe, ooo Tons of good Saltpetre ſafe 
at Amſterdam on that Day Month; upon 
Failure whereof he was to forfeit 100 . 

At length the very Day approached that 
was to determine the Succeſs of our Hero's 
great and elaborate Project. He paſſed the 
Evening with Mynheer Vanderbrochen, who 
appeared uncommonly chearful and gay upon 
the Strength of his Performance; and he 
told the Doctor to come in the Morning be- 
| tween Ten and Eleven to the Laboratory, 
when he ſhould be convinced that the Salt- 
ßbetre and their Fortunes were made together. 
| Dick got very little Sleep that Night, as he 
could not cloſe his Eyes for meditating upon 
| | the 
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the Application. of his future immenſe For- 
tune. It was a Matter of no ſmall Debate 
with him whether he ſhould lay it out in the 
Funds, or in the Purchaſe of a landed 
Eſtate; but as he concluded it would be ſo 
extenſive that he could not immediately find 
any Eſtate to purchaſe of the Value that he 
ſhould have Money to lay out, it would 
be neceſſary to place ſome in the Funds, 
as well as to purchaſe Land. This Matter 
being decided, he next began to conſider 
whether he ſhould continue prattiſing as a 
Doctor, or apply his Time intirely to the 
Study of ſuch uſeful Projects as would more 
and mare increaſe his Fortune. But as his 
Pride ſomewhat interfered in chis Debate, 
and as the Extent of his Practice did not 
much interfere with his other Avocations, he 
thought it would do honour to the Faculty, 
as well as to himſelf, to have ſo wealthy and 
conſiderable a Member amongſt them. The 
next Object that paſſed in this exalted Re- 
view was whether he ſhould pet into Par- 
liament ; which being immediately deter- 
mined in the Affirmative, the Queſtion was 

H 4 then 


res THE PARASITE. 
then put, whether he ſhould purchaſe a ſmall 
Borough cheap in the Weſt, or whether he 
ſhould ſtay till the next General Election for 
Denbighſhire * Here again his Pride inter- 
poſed ; and as the General Election was very 
near, he thought it would be a Credit to the 
Family of the Swallows, and reſtore them in 
ſome degree to their primitive Dignity to have 
Richard Swallow, M. D. for a Repreſentative 
of that County. But the ſimple Title of M.D. 
began to ſtick in Dick's Stomach ; and he 
imagined he ſhould at leaſt be intitled to 
Knighthood, conſidering the Antiquity of his 
Family, the Extent of his Fortune, and his 
uncommon Abilities. He reſolved, however, 
that if the Court Party did not pay him ſuf- 
ficient Attention, and procure him to be 
created a Knight the very firſt Seſſion, he 
would certainly exert all his political Skill, 
diſplay all his Rhetoric, and expo/e all his Ta- 
tents in the Oppoſition ; which alone would 
be of ſufficient Weight to thwart every mini- 
ſterial Meaſure, 
Juſt as Sir RICHARD SIWALLOW had 
kiſſed the King's Hand, it ſtruck Ten o'Clock, 
0s without 
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without his having yet had one Wink of 
Sleep; ſuch Perturbators of Tranquility are 
Grandeur and Riches—even in Idea! It may 
be queſtioned whether he would have roſe till 
he had been created a Peer, if the Clock had 
not thus ſubpœned him to attend the Sum- 
mum bonum of all his Wealth and Magni- 
ficence. He accordingly roſe ; and having 
with much Expedition dreſſed himſelf, im- 
mediately repaired to the Laboratory— 
When lo! he found Mynheer YVanderbrocken 
ſuffocated over one of the Furnaces and 
all his Titles, Pomp, and State reduced to a 
Caput mortuum ! | 


% 
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e. III. 


The real PARASITICAL CHAPTER; or an 
Account of the Toad-eaters Club in 

Street; with an Attempt towards deline- 
ating a few Characters known in the polite 
World. 


UCH a ſevere and unexpected Blow as 
our Hero met with in the laſt Chapter, 
would have made many a Man of a leſs phi, 
loſophical Diſpoſition taken the ſhorteſt Road 
to Eternity——But Dick did not ſhoot him- 
ſelf ! It is true in the firſt Ebullition of his 
Rage he did utter ſome Imprecations, and 
ſeemed to impeach the Rectitude of Provi- 
dence, who had ſo treacherouſly brought him 
to the very Threſhold of Happineſs, only to 
precipitate him into the Gulph of Miſery. 
But his Paſſion being abated, he recanted his 


im pious 
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impious Declamations, and began to conſider 
his Misfortunes with more Fortitude. There 
was no Circumſtance relating to his Fate that 
affected him ſo much as the Contract he had 
entered into with the Dutch Gunpowder 
Merchant; as he was thereby cempelled to 
pay an Hundred Pounds, without the Proſpect 
of any Advantage, 

The only Conſolation our Hero could pro- 
cure himſelf was the Reflexion that none of 
his Friends had been acquainted with his Pro- 
ject, which by this time began to appear to 
him in its moſt formidably-ridiculous Light : 
So that he could viſit Governor Dibble, and 
join in the Converſation of his convivial Board, 
without being rallied for the extravagant Part 
he had ated. | 

It was juſt at this Time that the Governor 
had introduced Dich to Lord Shallow, No 
one that knows Lord Shallow is ignorant that 
his Lordſhip piques himſelf upon many Ac- 
compliſhments to which he has not the leaſt 
Pretenſions. His Learning is the Whipt-Syl- 
labub of Science: His Knowledge of the 
World gleaned from his own fele& Club of 

7250 | Toad» 
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Toad-eaters: His Gallantry founded upon 
his Acquaintance with the moſt abandoned 
and profligate of the Sex: His Wit extracted 
from Foe Miller, and the reſt of the public 
Jeſters : His Religion an heterrogenous Mix- 
ture of Superſtition, Enthuſtaſm, and Immo- 
rality : His Honour, indeed, is that of a Man 
of Quality. Theſe are the Outlines of Lord 
Shallow's Portrait; there is no miſtaking the 
Original, the Traits are ſo remarkable and 

ſtriking. | 
It were needleſs, perhaps, after this, to ſay 
that his Lordſhip was conſtantly beſet with 
Paraſites and Sycophants, or that his Table 
was univerſally known by the 704 D- 
EATERS CLUB in STREET. Dick 
was poſſeſſed of every requiſite Accompliſh- 
ment to recommend himſelf to his Lordſhip: 
He was patient in hearing, docile in retract- 
ing, and eaſy of Conviction : He had no Opi- 
nion, no Judgment, no Sentiment: He ſaw, 
he heard, he felt with his Lordſhip's Organs: 
In a word, Dick promiſed fair for rivalling 
the whole Club, and being the Chieftain of 
Paraſites, What added no ſmall Weight to 
| Dick's 
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Dick's Influence over his Lordſhip, and the 
important Acquiſition which he imagined he 
had hereby made to his Society, was Dick's 
extenſive Learning and profound Skill in Po- 
litics. My Lord was charmed to find he al- 
ways met with the Approbation of a Man of 
the Doctor's Erudition, upon every difficult 
Point whereupon he offered his Opinion 
Though his Lordſhip was thoroughly con- 
vinced of the Rectitude of his Notions, it 
gave him no ſmall Satisfaction to find that 
they ſo immediately coincided with Mr. 
Swallow's. J 
It might be imagined from this that Lord 
Shallow's conſtant Gueſts were Perſons of no 
Figure in the learned or political World ; but 
this was far from being the Caſe. Dr. Wad- 
ale had hitherto ſtood foremoſt upon the Liſt 
of his claſſical Friends. This Gentleman 
was perfectly acquainted with every Edition 
of every Writer of any Eminence from 
Heſiod down to Voltaire: He knew, by a 
Kind of Intuition, all the Comments that 
had been made upon all the various Readings 
of every Scholiaſt extant. This and ſuch- 
| t like 
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like Knowledge could not fail of highly re- 
commending him to Lord Shallow, who had 

already ſucked in as much Knowledge from 
the Doctor's Etymologies and Definitions as 
might, if properly digeſted, have furniſhed 
the World with a very extraordinary and, no 
doubt, as uſeful a Lexicon. The Doctor had 
beſides ſome very remarkable Cures, which he 
had performed in the Courſe of his extenſive 
Practice, to recommend him. Being a ſingu- 
lar Man, he ſeldom mentioned any Diſorders 
that were in the common Track of Freſcrip- 
tion; but he failed not to exult upon Two 
very remarkable Cafes, which had baffled the 
Skill of the whole Faculty: He had cured 
the Ducheſs of M 's Parrot of the 
Stone in the Bladder, and Lady H- 8. 
Monkey of a virulent Gonorrhœa, which, in a 


prior Conſultation, had been erroneouſly pro- 
nounced a ſeminal Weakneſs. | 
Captain Dandy was another of his Lord- 
ſhip's Gueſts, It cannot be ſaid that this 
Gentleman either attempted or pretended to 
that Share of Learning which ſo eminently 
diſtinguiſhed Doctor Waildle, The Captain 

generally 
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generally caught up the current Scandal of the 
Day—-He knew when a fineWoman of Faſhion 
was ready to run away with herFootman ; or 
another had turned Shop lifter, to prepare her- 
ſelf for cheating with moreElegance at Qua- 
drille ; He could account for the Manner of 
Living of every Sporus of the Age; and was 
the Horoſcope of every 1riſh Beauty's Virtue 
that dazzled at Court, or was mobbed out of 
the Park. Such Intelligence and Calculations 
were particularly agreeable to his Lordſhip, 
as they furniſhed him with Opportunities of 
diſplaying his Art, and maniteſting his 
Satire, | 
Counſellor Ni/iþriſe had many Talents, 

which, it muſt be acknowledged, he proſti- 
tuted for the Sake of good Eating. He was 
frequently compelled to ſacrifice his Judg- 
ment, to belie his Knowledge, and give up his 
Sentiments to a Man whom he really deſpiſed, 
becauſe theſe were neceſſary Tributes to be 

paid to his Vanity for ee his Ac- 


quaintance, 


The 
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The Reverend Mr. Paunch brought up the 
Rear of theſe right honourable Gueſts, He 
ſaid Grace and crack'd a bawdy-Joke in the 
ſame Breath: He ſanctified Indecency, and 
was generally the firſt to promote the 4fter- 
Dinner Toaſt. To ſay that Mr. Paunch loved 
good Eating, or that he could carry off Three 
Pounds and Three Bottles, would be a Sort 
of Inſult to him His Abilities were far ſups- 
rior to this when Veniſon and Claret were th 
Objects of Attention. As this Reverend Gen- 
tleman never made any other Uſe of his Mouth, 
after the firſt Grace was ſaid, than for a nutri- 
mental Purpoſe, ſo he ſeldom entered into 
any Argument, and conſequently ſcarce ever 
gave his Lordſhip any Offence by contradict- 
ing him; thinking that the Utterance, even 
of the Monoſyllable Tes, would take up more 
Time than he could well ſpare from the real 
Buſineſs of the Table. | 

Doctor Swallow was ſoon initiated into the 
Myſteries of this Society; and he had aſ- 
fiſted at this convivial Board, with the great- 


eſt Succeſs, for ſome Months, having ſtrictly 
| ſollowed 
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followed the Rules laid down, and which it 
was neceſſary to obſerve, in this reſpectable 
Aſſociation ; though he was frequently a 
Spectator of ſome of the Members falling un- 
der the Preſident's Cenſure. For if his 
Lordfhip took the leaſt Diſguſt at any one's 
Speech, Behaviour, or even Geſture, though 
the Soup were brought in, a Nod to the Ser- 
vant would ſpeedily remove the Culprit's 
Plate; his Lordſhip telling him, with his mo/# 
expreſſive Countenance, That he ſhould be 
e glad to ſee him on ſuch a Day.” This was 
a Hint ſufficient; and there was no Appeal to 
be made, no Reply to be offered. Dick was 
at firſt not a little ſurprized to find that this 
Behaviour of his Lordſhip never ſeemed to 
diſcompoſe the unlucky Gueſt, who, upon 
theſe Occaſions, departed with as much ſeem- 
ing Satisfaction as if he had actually eat his 
Dinner; and that he conſtantly re- appeared, 
at the ſtated Period, with as much Complai · 
ſance as if nothing had happened. | 

This was but one amongſt many ſingular 
Laws that were ſtrictly obſerved in the 
Vo L. II. I TOAD- 
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TOAD-EATING CLUB. When Dinner 
was finiſhed, and a Couple of Glaſſes of Port 
gone round, his Lordſhip uſually pulled out 
his Watch, or enquired of his Servants what 
it was o' Clock, which was the Signal of Re- 
treat for thoſe who were not particularly in- 
vited to remain. But theſe ſeldom conſiſted 
of more than Two Members; and to the 
Honour of our Hero be it recorded, that he 
was almoſt conſtantly of this ſmall Number. 
Upon theſe Occaſions his Lordſhip would ſay, 
« Mr. Paunch, 1 muſt ſhew you that Letter I 
e have received. Doctor Swallow, you'll fa- 
«© your me with your Company to Coffee.” 
When the reſt of the Gueſts, having taken 
their Hats, and made their Obeiſance, diſ- 
appeared till Four o'Clock next Day. 

Dic had been thus ſucceſsful in gaining 
his Lordſhip's Regard and Attention, when 
an unlucky Accident had nearly expelled him 
from this honourable Society. His Lord 

ſhip was holding forth upon the Politics of 
the Day; and having mentioned ſome Pro- 


motions which were made in the Planta- 
: tions, 
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tions, he began to expatiate upon the Nature. 
of our Trade to the Eaft Indies; and con- 


cluded with obſerving, that the Company had 
not this Year appointed any Ship for 7a- 
maica. | 

So groſs a Blunder made every one ſtare ; 
but no one had the Imprudence to ſet his 
Lordſhip right, except Dick, who, whiſper- 
ing in his Ear, and endeavouring to reſcue 
Jamaica from Aſia, had the Hint given, and 
his Plate removed, at the Entrance of the firſt 
Courſe ; his Lordſhip telling him, He ſbould 
be glad to ſee him when he came that Way 
again. 0 | 

Notwithſtanding Dick's unqueſtionable pa- 
raſitical Accompliſhments, he was deſtitute of 
that Share of Philoſophy ſo neceſſary upon 
this Occaſion Dr. Swallow's Welch Blood 


was fired at the Inſult; and though he had 


ſo many ſhining Examples of Forbearance 
before him, he could not prevail upon him- 
ſelf to paſs by this Aﬀront unnoticed. In a 
word, the Doctor had actually wrote a Chal- 
lenge to his Lordſhip ; when having com- 

ee b municated 
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municated his Thoughts to Captain Dandy, 
whoſe Aſſiſtance he requeſted in Quality of a 
Second, he was prevailed upon, with much 
Reaſoning from the Captain, to deſiſt from 
this Meaſure. It was not, however, till Lord 
Shallow ſent the Doctor a Card with his Com- 
pliments and a freſh Invitation, that he re- 
ſumed his Viſits. 
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CHAP, MI, 


The MELANCHOLY CHAPTER 
| Death and Poverty ! 


HOUGH Dick accepted of the Apo- 

logy which Lord Shallow made in his 
Card, and renewed his Viſits, they were not 
nearly ſo frequent as formerly; being de- 
ſirous of thereby inſinuating to his Lordſhip, 
that he was not to attribute his Company to 
any urgent Neceſſity for a Dinner. Theſe Va- 
cations from Lord Shallw's Table he uſually 
employed in waiting upon Governor Dzbble, 
who, though he had filled a Command in the 
IVeſt Indies, was not, by many Degrees, ſa 
great a Baſhaw as his Lordſhip, 
The Governor's Eſteem was apparently 
much increaſed for the Doctor: He had let 
drop many favourable Inſinuations, that having 


no Relations nearer than ſecond Couſins, 
1 Dick 
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Dick might reaſonably expect a very ample 
Pagriſion at his Death. This failed not to 
recruit at Periods our Hero's Spirits ; and it 
was upon the Strength of theſe Inſinuations, 
and the ſeeming Im probability of the Gover- 
nor's ſurviving many Months, that he was in- 
duced to continue his Chariot a whole 
Twelvemonth longer than he had reſolved 
upon. | 
It was in the Midft of theſe Expectations 
that a very cheap Purchaſe in Land was of- 
fered to the Governor ; but Stocks being at 
that Time very low, and Mr. Dibble much averſe 
to felling out. at fo great a Loſs, he would 
have relinquiſhed the Bargain, had not the 
Doctor very politely offered him the Money 
he was deficient. This was the Sum of Two 
hundred Pounds; and though it left him 
without Fifty Pounds more in the World, as 
he conſidered it as only laid out for his «wn 
Uſe, he neither aſked nor ſo much as thought 
of requiring any Security for the Money. 
The Governor had been for ſome time in a 
very bad State of Health. The Doctor had 
given his Advice gratis ; and being of Opi- 
nion 
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nion that he would never recover, he had 
frequently thrown out Hints that it would be 
prudent for him to make his Will. But theſe 
Innuendoes Mr, Dibble never ſeemed to un- 
derſtand ; and Dick thinking himſelf therein 
ſo deeply concerned, imagined he could not, 
with any Kind of Decency, puſh the Affair 
too home to him. However, finding Things 
approach to a Criſis, he had reſolved to en- 
gage Mr. Manly to bring the Affair to an 
Upſhot ; though he conceived that he ſhould, 
by that Step, be at leaſt a Hundred Pound 
Legacy out of Pocket. | 

He had conferred with Mr. Manly upon 
this Subject; and the Plan was laid that he 
ſhould have a fete a tete with the Governor 
immediately after Dick had left him and con- 
vinced him that he had but a ſhort Time ta 
ſojourn in this mundane Sphere, 

Before this Scheme could be executed, the 
Doctor was called up one Morning very early 
by the Governor's Servant, who acquainted 
him, that his Maſter was taken ſpeechleſs, and 
that his immediate Aſſiſtance was abſolutely 
neceſſary, Dick found what the Servant had 

14 informed 
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informed him to be ſtrictly true, with this 
Difference only, that his Aſſiſtance was in- 
tirely ſuperfluous, the Governor departing this 
Life a few Minutes after the Dorder entered 
his Chamber. 

This unlucky Stroke put the finiſhing Hand 
to all Dick's Hopes. Vain were his Reſearches 
for a Will—His Fortune upon this Score was 
reverſed to the Caſe of Lady D- Vain 
were his Remonſtrances to the next of Kin 
that he had actually lent the Governor Two 


hundred Pounds; no Security could be pro- 


duced, and no Satisfaction could be obtained. 


A Series of Misfortunes now befel our 


Hero—No ſooner had he diſmiſſed his Equi- 
page, than he found his Levee greatly in- 
creaſed——<vith Duns, Promiſes repeatedly 
broke, drew at length an Execution into his 
Houſe, and he was ſtripped of every Thing 
that belonged to him, It was now that he 
found Lord Shallw's Table a very comfort- 

able Aſylum, and indeed his only Reſource ; 
but with this Alteration to his former Recep- 
tion, that his Indigence being once manifeſted, 
he was no longer of the Number of the Claret 
Ele; 
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El: ; but found himſelf under the diſagree- 
able Neceſlity of retreating with the Dinner, 
after having ſwallowed a Toad-eater's Meal, 
as many Inſults as Mouthfuls. 

We cannot ſuppoſe but what the Doctor's 
Wardrobe was by this time ſomewhat dimi- 
niſhed ; and that his Dreſs and Appearance 
underwent as great a Change as his Fortune. 
Though Lord Shallow's Table furniſhed him 
with a Dinner, it was neceſſary for the Sup- 
port of Nature that he ſhould /ometimes break- 
faſt, and ſometimes ſup—Beſides theſe extra 
Expences, there was an abſolutely inevitable 
one, that of a Lodging—not to ſay a Word 
about Waſhing, and the other Appendages of 
Cleanlineſs, All theſe put together ſoon re- 
duced him to that melancholy Situation from 
which he was delivered by his Acquaintance 


with Mrs. W————7. 


CHAP. 
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Dick's Migfartunes multiply. An Adventure 
in St. Giles's, and the Mortification Dick 
meets with in a very eſſential Purchaſe. 


| ISFORTUNES never come ſingly, 
was an Obſervation Dic# had often 

made ſince his Arrival in this Metropolis; 
but he never applied it with more Juſtice than 
at preſent : For whilſt he was revolving in his 
* Mind how he ſhould ſupply the Lofs of his 
only Handkerchief, which, even Hibernian- 
like, he was not now poſſeſſed of, he unfor- 
tunately hit his Foot againſt a Stone, which 
rent the Upper-leather of his Shoe almoſt in- 
tirely from the Sole. It was now within a 
Quarter of Three—lt was impoſſible to wait 
upon my Lord, and attend the Club, in that 
melancholy Situation: For though he had juſt 
hit 
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hit upon the Plan of procuring a Handker- 
chief, by borrowing one from Dr. Wagdle, 

who always carried at leaſt Half a Dozen in 
his Pocket, there was no Poſſibility of aver- 
ing that he had his Pocket picked of his 
Shoes, in order to borrow a Pair; ſo that 
ſome Means were to he deviſed of procuring 
them. He ruminated with a deſponding Heart 
upon the preſent State of his Finances, which 
amounted to no more than Two Shillings 
and Two Pence Farthing—He at firſt con- 
ceived that he might have his Shoe mended at 
a Cobler's for his ſmall Money ; but on Ap- 
plication to one at the Corner of the Street, 
be was told it was impoſlible to have it recti- 
fied in ſuch a Manner as to be worn after. 
This Information almoſt deſtroyed every Hope 
of his being able to appear that Day as a 
Member of the honourable Toad-eating Club; 
and upon farther Reflexion he found, that the 
ſame Obſtacle which prevented his Attendance 
To-day would {till exiſt on the Morrow, 
without he could, by ſome Means or other, 
obtain a Pair of wearable Shoes. 


it 
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In this critical Situation he recollected that 
he had ſeen ſecond-hand Shoes hang out to 
Sale in St. Giles's, and that this muſt be the 
Magazine of his preſent Supply. - Accord- 
ingly thither he repaired—Iit ſometimes hap- 
pens that a Man is dreſſed too well—This 
was actually the Caſe with Dick at preſent ; 
for though his black Coat ſtuck together by 
Art, and he had himſelf performed a taylor- 
izing Operation upon it under the Arms that 
very Morning ; though his Hat had been 
dreſled and re-dreſſed, turned and re-turned, 
till it was rather of a dark brown Colour than 
a black; though the Body of his Shirt (that 
is, as much of it as covered his Body) had 
not been waſhed for a Fortnight, and by its 
Dye ſeemed to declare open War againſt Soap 
and Water; and though his Ruffles and Cot 
Jar, which had been repeatedly blanched (I ſay 
blanched, and not waſhed, becauſe they only 
bordered upon white) had not a little open 
Work in them; yet Dick was till too well 
dreſſed for the Buſineſs he was going upon. 
This he was. ſenſible of; and therefore en- 
deavoured to diveſt himſelf, as much as pol- 

/ | ſible, 
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ſible, of all Appearances of Gentility : To 
this End he retired under an obſcure Gate- 
way, and having tucked in his Ruffles, flap- 
ped his Hat, and hid his Sword under his 
Coat, he repaired with much Expedition to 
the Scene of Action; where having ſunk into 
a Cellar, and examined ſome Shoes which he 
thought would fit him, he found his Sword, 
in its preſent Situation, an unſurmountable 
Obſtacle to trying them on ; ſo that he was 
compelled to draw it forth from its hidden 
Receſs, and make it bear Witneſs againſt his 
Ungentility. | 
The ſecond-hand Shoe-Faftor very in- 
geniouſly told him, that he had the Ho- 
nour to ſerve many Gentlemen of Faſtian, 
the Tenderneſs of whoſe Feet would not 
permit them 'to wear new Shoes ; and that 
he hoped he ſhould have his Cuſtom for 
the future. Dick was a good deal pleafed 
with the Artfulneſs of the Chapman's Apo- 
logy for purchaſing ſecond-hand Shoes, which 
was a much better one than he could have 
deviſed, and which indeed he never ſhould 
have 
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have had the Impudence, in his preſent Di. 
ſtreſs, to have uſed. But it was not his Fate 
to be ſerved by a Cobler of ſo much Addreſs; 
there was not a Pair in his whole Manufac- 
tory that would nearly fit him, and he was 
obliged to remount in the ſame unprovided 
State as he deſcended. However, a few Cel- 
lars farther he eſpied a Pair, which, by their 
Appearance, he imagined would ſuit ; but as 
he dreaded any one's paſſing who knew him, 
whilſt he was making this notable Purchaſe, 
he haſtened down Stairs with 2'I imaginable 
Precipitancy; when he had no ſooner an- 
nounced his Buſineſs, than the Woman of 
the Cellar bawled out to her Huſband, who 
was in the Street, that a Gentleman wanted 
a Pair of ſecond-hand Shoes, This ſhe de- 
claimed in ſo loud a Voice, that though it 
was in Broad St. Giles's itſelf, ſhe might 
eaſily have been heard acroſs the Way, and 
attracted the Curioſity of more than Half a 
Dozen Paſſengers, to obſerve who this Gen- 
tleman was that was laying out his Money 
in ſo economical a Way: They ſurrounded 


the * 
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the Cellar, and placed their Eyes full upon 
Dick whilſt he was trying on his Shoes—at 
the Sight of his Sword lying by him, and his 
Three-tailed Wig, they ſet up ſuch a Horſe- 
laugh as inſtantaneouſly gathered a Mob to- 
gether—every one enquiring what was the 
Matter? But what was Dick's Confuſion, 
when looking up he eſpied Mr. , whom 
he had, a Quarter of an Hour before, been 
diſputing with at Slaughter's, concerning the 
Claims of the Houſe of Brandenburg to the 
Duchy of Eaſt Frie/land ! 

There was no retracting now, he was 
obliged to go through with his Operation ; 
and having given the Shoe-Factor what he 
aſked (being the Sum of Twenty-two Pence) 
he would fain have made a Deduction of 
Four Pence on Account of the Shoes he had 
on; but upon Examination they were pro- 
nounced not worth a Halfpenny ; and the 
Man ſaying he would not be troubled with 
them, he ſtill more increaſed Dick's Rage. 
Having got the newly-purchaſed ones on, he 
fung the old ones down, faying, * By G—d, 

k 60 but 
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te but you mult have have them, for I do not 
% know what to do with them ;”— then 
taking to his Heels, he made the beſt of his 
Way through the Crowd, not without ſome 
Shouts and Hootings ; ſo that any one paſ- 
ſing might eaſily have miſtaken Dick for a 
Pickpocket. 

This was a very a Adventure 
for Dick, not only on Account of his pre- 
ſent Diſhonour, but alſo by Reaſon of his 
future Diſcredit, as he was pretty certain his 
political Antagoniſt would not fail to triumph 
over his Diſtreſſes, retail his Misfortunes at 
Slaughter's before his Return, and thereby 
regain in St. Giles's what he had loſt in Ger- 
many. He alſo conſidered the Diſadvantages 
of a Man's appearing out of Character, and 
that, beſides the ridiculous Figure he had 


made for the Sport of the Mob, the Appel- 


pellation of Gentleman had certainly been 
a Sixpenny Duty, and every Sir a Penny 


ſemper eadem upon his Shoes. 


However, 
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However, Dick having thus equipped his 
Feet, pulled down his Ruffles, and re- 
placed his Sword by his Side, he conſoled 
himſelf with the Reflexion, that he could 
now at leaſt .make his Appearance at the 
Toad-eater's Club, and that luckily none of the 
Members had paſſed by during this Criſpinian 
Conflict. 
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, 


C H AP, . 


Kate's Arrival in Town—The Mortification 


be gives the Doctor at Lord Shallow's. A 
Conference between Dick and his Enamorata. 
The preſent Advantage he derives therefrom. 
A Preſpect of their Connexion. 


HE preſent State of our Hero's Indi- 

, gence will, I believe, need neither Com- 
ment nor Illuſtration ; and the Reader will, I 
doubt not, by this time ſet him down for a 
d unlucky Raſcal, who, according to 
the vulgar Phraſe, was born under a Three- 


penny Planet, and would never be worth a 


Groat.. I muſt acknowledge, though I wiſh 
Doctor Swallow as well as any Man living, 
and not without Reaſon, and though I be- 
lieve I am as little tinctured with Superſti- 
tion as any one breathing, I cannot help be- 

/ ginning 
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ginning to ſuſpect that his infernal (not ce» 
 leſtial) Stars have had ſome Share in his un- 
common Fate. I did imagine I had ſur- 
mounted every the ſmalleſt aſtrological In- 
fluence, and had concluded that neither Mars, 
Venus, Jupiter, Mercury, or Saturn had any 
thing at all to do with our terreſtrial Con- 
duct; and that though we had called Saturn 
a ſtupid, thick-ſkulled Raſcal, Mercury a 
ſcandalous Pimp, or Venus a moſt er- 
rant Brimſtone, they could no way in the 
World have commenced an Action for Scan- 
dalum Magnatum, or proſecuted us for a Li- 
bel. But I begin to ſuſpect that there are 
other Courts of Juſtice beſides thoſe in Vęſt- 
minſter Hall, and that there is a certain Fata- 
lity that ſettles every thing important above 
Stairs, before it can obtain a fair Hearing be- 
fore LORD CHIEF JUSTICE PRATT. . 
It was the very Day after our Hero had ſo 
uſefully diſpoſed of his Two-and-twenty Pence 
in St. Giles's that he met Kate in ———— 
Street—nay, at the critical Moment of knock- 
ing at Lord Shallow's Door. Kate had paſſed 
him twice, without his obſerving her; and it 
K 2 was 
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was not till he had given the triple Rap that 
ſhe accoſted him, otherwiſe he might have 
ſaved himſelf no ſmall Share of Confuſion be- 
fore the Porter, in being compelled to ac- 
knowledge Kate, in her red Cloak and brown 
Camblet Gown, for an Acquaintance, This 
was the Summit of Mortification to the 
Doctor, who had but too ſenfibly felt the 
various Gradations of his Drefs and Appear- 
ance, by the Behaviour of his Lordſhip's Do- 
meſtics. 

The Doctor's habby Gentility appeared to 
Kate in a very different Point of Light to 
vwhat it had done to Lord Shallow's Servants ; 
ſhe, who had never feen him in a ruffled 
Shirt, a Tye-wig, or Sword, imagined theſe 
were the diſtinctive Marks of Nobility in Lon- 
don; and therefore concluded, not without 
ſome Reaſon, that Dick was too proud to 
take Notice of her, She therefore challenged 
an Acquaintance with him juſt as the Door 
opened; and he was ſo unexpectedly ſur- 
.prized into it, that he found himſelf compelled 
to acknowledge it. 


Let 
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Let the Reader ſuppoſe himſelf in Dick's 
Situation, and then aſk himfelf how he would 
have aCted ? A Dagger to his Heart, a Piſtol- 
Shot to his Brain, an Earthquake, or a gene. 
ral Diſſolution of Nature, could not more 
have affected him! Dick was not faſcinated 
nor Planet-ſtruck—he was petrified. He re- 
mained inſenſible for ſome Moments; and had 
not the Servants conducted him into the 
Hall, ſeated him, and applied Hartſhorn 
Drops, this would, in all Likelihood, have 
terminated Dick's Miſery and our Hiſtory. 
W hen he recovered a Share of his Senſes ſuf- 


ficient to diſtinguiſh Objects, and found Kate 


ſitting by him, bathing his Hands with Tears, 
he narrowly eſcaped a Relapſe, that would, 
in all Probability, have been much more dan- 
gerous than the firſt Attack, 

Lord Shallow entered at this critical Mo- 
ment : ' He enquired what was the Matter, 
and being informed that the Doctor had 
been ſuddenly taken ill, ordered him into the 
Dining-Parlour, where, by Kate's Abſence, 
he ſoon recovered himſelf, and received the 
agreeable Information that the young Wo- 

K 3 man 
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man was gone. This Intelligence would 
have reſtored him to all the Keenneſs of Ap- 
petite wherewith he had ſet out from his 
Lodging, had he not frequently ſeen her paſs 
and repaſs before the Window whilſt Dinner 
was ſerving ; and Dick, for the firſt Time, 
looked upon his Lordſhip's aſking what 'twas 
a Clock as a very happy Epocha, He imme- 
diately profited of the Signal, and took his 
Hat and Leave before any other of the 
Gueſts could gain the Street-Door. 

Kate, who had been all this Time waiting 
for him, no ſooner perceived him in the Street, 
than ſhe ran through the thickeſt of the Mud 
croſs theWay, and claſping his Hand, was glad 
to find he was ſo well recovered, and kept ſuch 
grand Company ; at the ſame time enquiring 
whether he was ſubject to theſe Fits, and if 
it was the London Air that ſo affected him, 
as ſhe had never known him to be troubled 
with them at Wrexham, All theſe Congra- 
tulations and Enquiries paſſed whilſt ſhe kept 
hold of his Hand, and he was making the 
beſt of his Way out of the Neighbourhood, 
_ any of his Toad-eating Acquaintance 
end 2 ſhould 
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Mould have perceived him ſo linked with his 
Dulcinea. So that inſtead of making ber any 
Sort of Reply, he was inceſſantly turning his 
Head round to ſee if mme 
clear. 

At length having gained a very bye Alley 
where he thought he might enter into a Con- 
ference unnoticed by any who knew him, 
Dick in Return began to be as inquiſitive, in 
reſpe& to Kate's Affairs, as ſhe had before 
been with regard to his. She very innap 
cently told him the real Cauſe of her coming 
to London, where ſhe had arrived that very 
Morning : That her Box and Cloaths were 
ſtill at the Inn; and that fhe looked upot 
herſelf as vaſtly lucky at having met him 
ſo very opportunely. Though Dick did 
not readily acquieſce to this leſt Opinion, 
pet as his Terrors were over, and a goofl 
Meal had in a great meaſure recruited his 
Spirits, he began to think that this unex- 
pected Re-encounter with Kate might, in hits 
preſent Circumſtances, be turned to ſome 
Advantage, eſpecially as he found ſhe had 


ſaved upwards of Twenty Pounds, which ſhe - . | 


K 4 had 
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had brought with her, and that ſhe was tole- 
rably equipped with reſpect to Cloaths, though 
they were not of a very elegant Sort. To 
this end he judged it would be very im- 
prudent to undeceive her in regard to his 
preſent Affluence and Grandeur, as ſhe had 
not Penetration ſufficient to diſcover, be- 
neath his three-tail Perriwig and full-trim- 
med Coat, Poverty and Diſtreſs. The Com- 
pany ſhe found he kept, and that dangling 
Mark of Gentility which he carried about 
him, might have deceived a Woman of more 
Diſcernment : So that Dick had no Occaſion 
to give her any Aſſurances of the proſperous 
State of his Affairs; it was only neceſſary 
that he ſhould make ſome Declarations of 
Love and Friendſhip, and lay aſide that 
ſeeming Pride, which ſhe attributed to the 
Elevation of his Fortune, and the Gentility 
of his Appearance. 

Dick immediately propoſed repalring to the 
Inn where her Things were depoſited, as the 
propereſt Place to hold a Conference upon 
what was the moſt prudent Step to be taken. 
He then obſeryed to her, that he was at preſent 
lodged 
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lodged in a Houſe, the Miſtreſs of which was 
ſo extremely ſcrupulous, that ſhe would let 
no Females, of whatever Kind, be admitted 
to any of her Lodgers; but that he would 
procure her a Lodging for the preſent, till 
ſuch time as they could take a Houſe, and 
live together. So much Condeſcenſion and 
Regard dazzled Kate with ſuch Proſpects of 
Grandeur, that ſhe imagined as the Doctor 
kept Company with Lords, to be ſure when 
ſhe ſhould be looked upon as his Wife, ſhe 
would aſſociate with Ladies; and began al- 
ready to think herſelf a Woman of no ſmall 
Conſequence. Had not Kate been put into a 
very good-natured Diſpoſition by the enli- 
vening Glaſs which chearfully circulated, the 
Renewal of Dick's Friendſhip and Attach- 
ment would have ſufficiently intitled him to 
any Demand that he could reaſonably have 
made. It was now that he opened his Mind 
to her, and aſked whether ſhe could do him a 
Piece of Service. She replied any thing in 
her Power he might command. Why 
* then (ſaid he) I have a Bill of Ten Pounds 
* to pay To-morrow, and I have got but 
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« Five Pounds of the Money; and unleſs 1 
c can borrow the other Five ſomewhere, I 
<« ſhall be put to great Inconveniency.” Kate 
made him no Anſwer ; but pulling out her 
Purſe, put down. Ten Guineas, deſiring him 
to make uſe of them. He had Modeſty enough 
at firſt to decline accepting of more than Five; 
but ſhe ſtrongly preſſing him, ſaying, That as 
he would pay away all he had, he would cer» 
tainly have Occaſion for the other Five, he at 
length ſubmitted, and indulged her with ac- 
cepting of the whole Sum. 

Dick having by this Means recovered ſome - 
of his Linen and a decent Suit of Cloaths, he 
was as good as his Word, and took Lodgings 


for them both upon a Ground-Floor near 


Crown-Court ; when Kate was as happy as a 
Queen, in the full ExpeCtation of ſoon rolling 
in her Chariot; and Dick's Circumſtances 
were ſomewhat altered for the better, by the 
Application of Kate's ſmall Fortune. 

It cannot be ſuppeſed that the remaining 
Ten Guineas, which were all that Kate and 
her Helpmate were poſſeſſed of, could furniſh 
them with the Means of ſubſiſting any great 
| Length 
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Length of Time, eſpecially as out Hero found 
himſelf intirely diſgraced at Lord Shallow's, 
by the Recapitulation of what had paſſed be- 
tween Kate and the Doctor upon their firſt In- 
terview. It was not long before Kate became 
a Diſciple to that Syſtem of Philoſophy which 
Dick was initiated into by the Chamberlain at 
the Whitechapel Inn. She was highly de- 
lighted at firſt with the Doctrine of the Three 
Blue Spheres. But ſhe ſoon diſcovered her 
Miſtake, and found, to her Coft, that they did 


not equiponderate between preſent Intereſt and 
future Loſs, | 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Containing ſome valuable Secrets, whereby any 
unfortunate Phyſician, | Surgeon, or Apot he- 
cary (eite Man-midwife) who is not poſſeſſed 
of ſo extenſive a Practice as he can deſire, 
may inſure himſelf more Patients than he 
can attend in one Week's Time Founded 
upon Experience, and confirmed by Suc- 


ceſs. 


N this Situation Dick reſolved to make a 
phyſical Puſh, He was at preſent unable 

to diſplay the neceſſary Inſignia of an Equi- 
page, without which Medicine is ſo poorly 
recommended, and ſometimes with it, as he 
had woefully experienced: As toany new Diſ- 
coveries or freſh Noſtrums, the Invention of 
Man and the Skill of the moſt elaborate Che- 
miſt were ſet at nought—There were more 
Remedies 
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Remedies advertiſed than there were Diſor- 
ders; and conſidering their great Efficacy, it 
was ſurpriſing there ſhould be an ailing Per- 
ſon in the Three Kingdoms. Thus circum- 
ſtanced, and knowing that nothing but No- 
velty would ſtrike the Public's Attention, Dick 
bethought himſelf that it would be more ex- 
pedient to invent freſh Diſorders. than to at- 
tempt new Remedies. Whilſt he was exco- 
gitating in this Manner one Morning at For- 
reſt's Coffee-houſe, a Lady paſſed by who 
had the Misfortune to be crooked: He ob- 
ſerved that all the Art of her Staymaker had 
been exhauſted in attempting to conceal the 
Deformity, but to little or no Effect. A 
Thought immediately came into his Head, 
that there was not a hunch- back Woman in 
England that would not pay a Guinea, in the 
Expectation of being rendered ſtrait, He 
immediately called for Pen, Ink, amid Paper, 
and produced the following Advertiſement: 
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To the FAIR SEX. 


ie AS many very agreeable Ladies have the 
_ Misfortune, either by ſome Accident at 
&© their Birth or the Careleſſneſs of their 
te Nurſes, to be ill-ſhaped, or what is uſually 
* called hunch-backed ; and as they would, 
« if this Impediment to their general Beauty 
© were removed, be, perhaps, ſome of the 
« moſt ſhining Ornaments of their Sex: A 
“Gentleman of the Faculty, who has alſo 
„ been bred a regular Surgeon, offers his 
« Service to ſuch Ladies as labour under theſe 
te Inconveniences, and aſſures them they need 
* not be under the leaſt Apprehenſion, in 
* any Caſe however deſperate, of being ren- 
* dered completely ſtrait in a few Weeks, 
© by the Application of a new invented 
Bandage, which is uſed in the Grand 
« Signior's Seraglio, with the greateſt Suc- 
* ceſs, and without having once failed of pro- 
% ducing the deſired Effect. This great Ac- 
© quiſition for the Engliſb Ladies he formerly 
made whilſt he was at Conftantinople em- 
5 « ployed 
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4 ployed in the Capacity of the Muſti's head 
« Surgeon. He has ſince availed himſelf of 
* this important Diſcovery in many Parts of 
Europe, particularly at the Courts of Pe- 
terſburgh, Berlin, Vienna, Dreſden, Copen- 
* penhagen, Stockholm, Paris, Madrid, Liſ- 
% bon, Turin, &c. &c. &c. &c. where the 
many ſurpriſing Cures he has performed 
« upon Numbers of the firſt Nobility would 
* be too tedious to attempt enumerating in 
© an Advertiſement,. but the Truth of which 
% any Lady may be convinced of, by the nu- 
© merous Letters the Doctor has now in his 
«. Poſſeſſion of the Hand- writing of moſt of 
* the Crowned Heads, Potentates, and So- 
« vereign Princes of Europe, Aſia, Africa, 
« and America, upon Application to him at 
his Houſe in 92ueen's-Head-Court, near 
% Mindmill- Street.“ 


This Advertiſement, ſtrange and ridiculous 
as it might appear, operated beyond the 
Doctor's moſt ſanguine Expectations: For in. 
a few Days he had no leſs than Twenty Pa- 
tients, from every one of whom he received 2 

| Guinea 
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Guinea (beſides the Price of a Bandage, 
which he had indeed invented) as Earneſt of 
their future Payments. Moſt of theſe La- 
dies were ſo completely deformed, that it 
evidently appeared Nature never deſigned 
them to be ſtrait, Some of his younger 
Patients, who were only a little crooked, 
by being habitually kept in an upright Po- 
ſture, might derive ſome Advantage from the 
Uſe of the Bandage, which was formed of 
nothing but Paſteboard ; but which he eaſily - 
perſuaded them had been made at Conſtan- 
zinoþle, and therefore extorted for it Two 
Guineas. He had the Art of ſatisfying moſt 
of his Patients ; for thoſe to whom he did the 
leaſt Good were readily appriſed of it, and 
thoſe to whom he did no Good, he had the 
Addreſs to perſuade they were much ftraiter 
than he found them, and that they would, in 
a few Weeks, arrive at that eaſy, careleſs, 
ſlattern, faſhionable ſhape, which no one 
could determine to be crooked or ſtrait, 
and which, he aſſured them, was the preciſe 
Line of Beauty, as delineated by Mr. Ho- 
garth. FE 
This 
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His early Succeſs in this crooked Branch 
of Chirurgery, which had ere now enabled 
him to keep a Man to diſperſe his Hand-Bills 
about, and ſtick up his Advertiſements at the 
Corners of Streets (which latter Vocation he 
had been obliged himſelf for ſome time to 
follow) excited him to ruminate {till farther, 
in order to diſcover imaginary Ailments, 
which might admit of real Cures. Kate's 
prolific Venter, which once . more began to 
teſtify itſelf, often came into his Head : He 
could not help conſidering what a Misfortune 
it muſt be for a poor Man to be troubled 
with an over-fruitful Wife He alſo reflected 
upon the many virtuous Reputations that 
were Joſt by young Ladies being too preg- 
nant with the Ovidian Ideas ; and that, not- 


withſtanding they might give a Dozen uſe- 


ful Members to the Community, they were 
branded with Infamy by that ſame Commu- 
nity, in proportion 2s they were uſeful to it. 
Theſe and ſuch-like Conſiderations induced 
him to offer his Service to both. Sexes upon 
this important Head; and as the Advertiſe- 

vo L. II. L ment 
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ment publiſhed upon this Occaſion was ſome- 
what whimſical, the Reader may not be diſ- 
pleaſed to meet with it here. 


ec HC APPINESS is the general Purſuit of 
" Mankind ; and as the Poet has very 
te judiciouſly remarked, that Love is the ſo- 
e vereign Cordial that muſt ſweeten all the 
« Bitters of Life, it would be the higheſt 
« Cruelty to think of hindering the meaneſt 
« of our Fellow-Creatures from the Parti- 
« cipation of this univerſal Bleſſing. But 
«© as there is no Felicity on Earth without Al- 
% loy, fo even Love is frequently attended in 
« its Indulgence with the moſt poignant Af- 
« fliction, and the moſt laſting Sorrow, which 
« is occaſioned by the Prejudices and erro- 
© neous Opinions of the World on the one 
* hand, the Apprehenſions of Poverty and Mi- 


« ſery on the other. In order to remove the 


„ Sources of theſe Misfortunes, as far as it is 
* in the Power of Humanity, a Gentleman 
*« learned in phyſical and natural Reſearches 


*« offers to ſecure the Ladies Reputations, 
without 
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te without conſtraint, and the Terrors of too 


numerous an Offspring, without preclud- 
«© ing Enjoyment.” 


This Advertiſement had no ſooner made 
its Appearance, than Dick had infinitely more 
Applications upon this Occaſion than upon his 
former Propoſal—Whether there were more 
Reputations to ſecure than Backs to ſtraiten, 
or whether Love is a more predominant Paſ- 
ſion than Beauty, thus much is certain, that 
he had above Fifty Meſſages the firſt Morn- 
ing ; and as he ſold his Preparation at Half a 
Guinea a Bottle, which was only one preven- 
tative Doſe, frequent Repetitions enſued from 
his cured Patients: So that it were needleſs 
to add that this unfruftifying Scheme proved 
a very fruitful one to him, and ſoon enabled 
him to take a genteel Houſe, and keep a Ser- 
vant in Livery. | 

He was waited upon one Morning by a 
Man and his Wife, who, he was informed, 
had come out of Yorkſhire, in order to.be 
cured of their fatal Diſorder, which was that 


L 2 of 


13 
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of getting too many Children—A Year 
never elapſed without their producing one, 
two, and ſometimes three ; ſo that though 
they had been married but Five Years, they 
had now Nine Children living ; and as they 
were both young and healthful, there was as 
great a Probability of their having Nine more 
in the ſame Time, This certainly was an 
alarming Affair. John Thwacker (which was 
his Name) would fain have perfuaded Beſs to 
have undergone an Operation that could not 
fail being completely efficacious ; but as ſhe 
inſiſted upon a reciprocal Conceſſion on his 
Part, the Knight of the Hotſe-Shoe Creſt was 
dimiſſed without performing his Office. Not 
agreeing about this Matter, which had occa- 
ſioned frequent Altercation, they reſolved to 
come up to Town, as they had been informed 
that the Doctor was à very larned Man, and 
could cure them without coming toſuch Extre- 
mities; but when they were informed his Me- 
dicine was Half a Guinea a Bottle, and that one 
Bottle muſt be taken every time they propoſed 
deceiving Nature, they were reſolved to return 


home, and jog on in the old Way, 
| | Dick 
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Dick was another Morning waited upon 
by an old Gentleman who had married a 
young Wife; and as the Doctor had made 
ſo notable a Diſcovery to prevent Pregnancy, 
he doubted not that by ſome Anti-application 
he might promote it: And having been mar- 
ried T'wo Years, without his Wife having 
yet proved fruitful, he came to know if 


the Doctor was acquainted with any Pre- 


ſcription in the Materia Medica whereby ſhe 
might be rendered pregnant : For beſides 
the Satisfaction he would receive from 
having a Child, .it would remove ſome ſmall 
Anxieties which he laboured under con- 
cerning a Kinſman, whom he had admitted 
to live in his Houſe, and whom he was ap- 
prehenſive his Wife looked upon too fond- 
ly, though, in his cooler Moments, he 
really imagined that his Suſpicions were 
grounded only upon his own Inabi- 

lities. | | 
The Doctor having enquired his Age, 
which was Seventy-three, and taken his 
Fee, - adviſed him to go into the Country 
L3 far 
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for a few Months, in order to recruit his 
Spirits, and avoid thinking about his Wife 
or his Kinſman ; and that finding his Wife 
in a good Habit of Body at his Return, 
if ſhe did not prove pregnant in a ſhort 


Time after, ſhe would abſolutely baffle his 
Art. 


CHAP, 
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| } 


CH AP. XVII. 


A French Ragout dreſſed ala naturelle. 4 
Portrait of an Engliſh Nobleman at Paris. 
The valuable Character we purchaſe abroad 
for our Money. French Gratitude exempli- 
fied, and French Courage put to the Teſt. 
Same ineſtimable Drops, calculated for the 
Meridian of Berkley, Groſvenor, Hanover, 
and Cavendiſh Squares. 


THrink the moſt abſtemious Critic muſt 
acknowledge that the Doctor has very 


rigidly obſerved the Faſt which was ordered 


him in Chap. xxi.— And as he has not once 
thought of eating (at his own Expence) ſince 
he dined at the Twopence Halfpenny Ordi- 
nary in Newgate-Street (which we cannot 


ſuppoſe to have been a very Epicurean Meal) 
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I think he may be allowed once more to go 
in purſuit of a public Dinner. 

This was abſolutely the Caſe, when Dick 
paſſing through a Street near St. Zames's, 
his Attention was attracted by a Number of 
foreign Voices at a One-pair of Stairs Win- 

dow; and looking up at the Sign, he per- 
_ ceived a Voucher for good Eating. Thus in- 
vited, he repaired up Stairs ; when the Soup 
was preſently ſerved, and he found himſelf 
in Company with no leſs than Twelve French 
Valet de Chambres. 'One of them ſoon broke 
Silence to him; but as he replied with a 
Shake of the Head, intimating he did not un- 
derſtand what was faid, the Perſon who ad- 
dreſſed him turned to his Neighbour, and, 
with a Sneer, ſaid, * Prelle bete—il n'entend 
Pas le Frangois. This Specimen of French 
Politeſſe promiſed Dick ſome Amuſement, 
under the Cover of his ſuppoſed Igno- 
rance. : : | 

The Twelve Gentlemen's Gentlemen ſoon 
entered into general Converſation, and every 
one gave ſome Account of what had paſſed in 

FEA their 


THE PARASITE. 153 


their reſpective Families Their Maſters In- 
trigues the Miſtreſſes they kept the Ex- 
pences they occaſioned . were ſo many Sub- 
jects of their Animadverſion —Nay, their 
Ladies private Connexions and connubial Re- 
taliations did not paſs unnoticed, with now 
and then a Hint dropped, inſinuating, that 
«© Madame ſavoit bien diftinguer un homme 


* de merite en tel etat qu'il etoit.” This 


inſolent Vanity had nearly ſet Dick's Blood 
into ſuch a Ferment, as to have diſcovered 
his Acquaintance with what had paſſed. 
— But taking a large Draught of Beer, he 
waſhed down his Wrath, and. renewed his 
Attention, 

| Moſt of their Lords and Maſters had tra- 
velled abroad, and made {ome Stay at Paris, 
where they had, for the Majority, picked up 
theſe worthy and faithful Servants ; and a 
Comment upon their Conduct, during their 
Reſidence at rhat Capital, furniſhed them 
with no ſmall Scope for Satire and Ridicule. 


“My Lord (ſaid one) {taid Three Months at 


% Paris; and though he ſpent a Thouſand 
* ** Pounds a Month, he did not make ſo good a 
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Figure as a Maitre Perruquier in Rue St. 
46 Honoré.“ 

No (obſerved a Second) the Pariſians 
* know better Things than to let an Engliſb- 
nan do any thing but expoſe himſelf with 
„his Money They have too much the 
&© Gloire of la Patrie at Heart to let a Jack 
* Roaſi-Beef, if he were to ſpend a Million a 
„Week, vie in Grandeur and Magnificence 
& with a French Nobleman.” 

A Third added, Give an Engly/bman his 
« Whore, his Dogs, and his Bottle, he is ſa- 
ce tisfied ; he has no Reliſh for the Ele- 
*« gancies of Life The Refinements of 
_ * the Beau Monde are all thrown away upon 
« him.“ 

« Ay (ſays a Fourth) an Engliſhman tra- 
* vels only to fthew that he has more Money 
e than Senſe, and to demonſtrate that he is 
* more the Brute than the Man.” 

From perſonal Refleftions they came to 
national ones—They attributed all our Suc- 
ceſs in the late War to Luck and Treachery, 
and would not allow the Engliſh to poſſeſs 
either Courage or Judgment; and that, as 

| | | uſual, 
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uſual, we had demonſtrated that the ill For- 


tune of the French in the Field was eaſily to 


be recovered by a Daſh of the Pen in the 
Cloſet. | 


They were going on in this high Career 


to prove us all Brutes, Cowards, and Fools, 
when Dick found a ſecond Dravght of Beer 
ineffectual, and that a Love of his Country 
would, in Deſpite of himſelf, prevail over 
his curioſity, when he addreſſed himſelf to 


them in nearly the following Manner: What 


ce a Set of Raſcals have I got amongſt 
© You are not contented, Locuſt-like, to 
© come and devour the Produce of our Land, 
** to live in Eaſe, Idleneſs, and Plenty, whilſt 
**.Thouſands of our Countrymen, with Fifty 
* times your Merit, are ſtarving for want of the 
te common Neceſſaries of Lite, but you muſt 
* even inſult, ſlander, and abuſe thoſe who ſo 
e ridiculouſly cheriſh you. Indeed it is what 
* they richly deſerve at your Hands, for be- 
ce ing partially deaf and blind to our national 
5 Deſerts, in Favour of ſuch # Set of exotic 
* Renegadoes, But ſtill this does not leſſen 
* your Ingratitude—If we are ſuch a Parcel of 
| «© Brutes 
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4% Brutes and Fools as you repreſent, why do 
« you live amongſt us? Why do not you re- 
ce turn to your own Country, where Polite- 
© nels, Elegance, and Felicity ſo much 
% abound ? Is it becauſe you know you mult 
* ſtarve there, amidſt all your pretended 
« Luxuries of the Table? That you muſt 
< return to your Soup-meagre and Garlick ? 
* —Preſs and ſhave for a Halfpenny in Pro- 
* vence? You who have ſo indiſcriminately 
4 characteriſed the Engliſh to be all Fools, 
have now proved yourſelves much greater, 
„by not having common Policy ſufficient to 
& conceal your Sentiments amongſt them, 
* and whilſt you ſtill lie at their Mercy for 
« Bread. As to Courage, if any amongſt you 
* have Reſolution enough to diſpute that 
Point, I am very ready to ſhew you that an 
Engliſbman is at no Time afraid of a Dozen 
s Frenchmen.” | 
Dick had ſcarce got half Way through his 
Speech before moſt of the Gueſts had one by 
one ſneaked off, without having nearly finiſhed 
heir Dinner, and there was not one left who 
ad opened his Mouth directly againſt the 
| Engliſb. 
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Engliſh. Thoſe who remained began now to 
apologize for the Indiſcretion of the departed 
Members, and acknowledged that they were 
highly to blame, and deſerved to be puniſhed 
for their Folly; for a harſher Name they 
would not give it. Nevertheleſs Dick could 
not prevail upon thoſe who were left, nor the 
Maſter of the Houſe, to furniſh him with the 
Names of the Delinquents, as he would other- 
wile certainly have acquainted their Maſters 
and Ladies of their Conduct, that they might, 
if they had any Senſe of Feeling, treat them 
in the Manner they deſerved. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


The Camera Obſcura of Genius ; being a Shetch 
of ſome modern literary Figures, done from 


HEN Dick thought he had diſco- 

vered the Cornucopia of Medicine, 
and the Panacza of Panacgas, he found him- 
ſelf greatly diſturbed by an Event, which 
though he had for ſome time foreſeen, he 
was in Hopes to have eſcaped the ill Effects 
which flowed from it. The Doctor, who 
had been playing at Hide-and-ſeek ever ſince 
his Fortune had evaporated in fumo, was at 
length diſcovered by the Dutch Merchant who 
was poſſeſſed of his Bond for 100 J. by 
Means of the great Noiſe he now made in 
the Empirical World; and a Diſcovery of the 
Place of his Abode was ſoon followed by a 
very diſagreeable Meſſenger vulgarly called a 


Bailiff, 
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Bailiff, who waited upon Dick one Morning 
to acquaint him he had a Writ againſt him 
for that Sum. 

Our Hero made but a ſhort Stay at the 
Spunging-houſe. As he was convinced by 
repeated Applications to his former Ac- 
quaintance, even thoſe who had lived upon 


him for Years, and who more than once had 


been kept out of Jail by his Beneficence, 
that there were not the leaſt Grounds to 
hope for either paying the Bond or ſatis- 
fying the Plaiatiff ; he readily conſented 


to take up his Lodgings in the King's 
Bench. 


He found this Priſon a much more ſociable 
Place than he had pictured it to himſelf ; 
for beſides a Bookſeller and a profeſſed 
Wit, he met with Two Authors and a pro- 
feſſed Poet. The Gentleman of the Trade 
was confined for printing nothing more 
than a Libel ; one of the Authors for writing 
an inflammatory political Pamphlet; the Wit 
for want of Prudence; the Author for Debt ; 
and the Poet for want of Bail, 
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The Doctor's Time paſſed agreeably 
enough amongſt this Fraternity, who behaved 
very courteouſly to their new Member; and 
Dick failed not to exert his Abilities to ſecure 
that Applauſe which they ſo laviſhly be- 
ſtowed upon him. There was but one 
Thing which gave Dicꝭ at this Juncture any 
Concern—lt was neither the Loſs of Liberty, 
nor being deprived of the Company of his 
agreeable Help-mate; both theſe he could 
have had the Philoſophy to bear—but unfor- 
tunately there was no getting the better of that 
all- powerful Argument the Res pecuniaria ; 
and the additional Misfortune was, that he 
could not adminiſter his efrcacious Remedies 
for his imaginary Diſorders in his preſent 
Confinement. . He found the Gentleman of 
the Trade was very comfortably ſupported 
by his Buſineſs, thougn he was no longer 


a Shopkeeper : That one of the Authors, 


who was alſo a Phyſician, but who had 
never. yet taken a Fee, and had therefore 


turned a political Doctor, had, beſides many 


Douceurs which he received from the Party 
on whoſe Side he had written, a living 
7 Income 
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Income from the Bookſellers for a Produc- 
tion in Embryo, intitled, The Hiſtory of Prime 
Minifters from the Revolution *, 

The other Writer had alſo his literary Re- 
ſources ; being early initiated into the My- 
{teries of Literature, he was ere now a per- 


fect Adept in that peculiar Science, which very | 


few are acquainted with, though ſo many at- 
tempt—the Tranſmutation of baſe Words into 
ſterling Money. This Gentleman was particu- 
larly fortunate at expeditiouſly throwing off 
Half a Dozen Numbers of a hebdomadal 
Work, or a Couple of neat Pocket Volumes, 
The Trade were convinced of his Expedition, 
and the- World acknowledged his Merit. 

As to the Wit and the Poet, their Food 
and Support were light and equivocal- great 
Promoters of Fancy, and Auxiliaries to In- 
vention. As theſe Seeds of Genius were culti- 
vated in a Manner ſo univerſally approved, it 


— — 


* The Reaſon that the learned World have not yet been 


Loſs to account fore _ 


* 


Vol. II M would 


favoured with this valuable Work, they are intirely at a 
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would not have been ſurpriſing to have feen 
them equal a Swift, or rival a Dryden. But 
it ſhould ſeem that this Culture, in whatever 
Eſtimation it may be, was not the natural 
Manure of their Talents, as they were never 
ſo dull as when their Parts were thus meta- 
phyſically vurtured. The Poet in one of 
theſe Fligfits ſpoke a dreadful n Soli- 
loquy * 
To eat or not to ea 


And the Wit held forth very learnedly upon 
the Virtues and Advantages of Porter. 

«I ſhall attempt (ſaid this Genius) to 
© prove the Benefits and Advantages of Por- 
© ter-drinking to modern Authors and Poets. 
„The Cheapneſs of the Acquiſition, and 
** the Ability of even a poor Author drinking 
„great Quantities, which may ſerve him as 
« well for Meat as Drink—The ſoporifie 
© and other excellent Qualities of this Li- 
« quor, are the only Ballaſt for too vo- 
te hatile an Imagination; and though it 
cc te doth not n the Judgment, it is ſure, 

ä when 
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te when taken in proper Quantities, to deaden 
bs the Invention, and damp all vivacious 
e Sallies, which are ſo apparently and re- 


* markably exuberant in all modern Works 


*« of Genius. It will, taken Night and 
“Morning, convert a Poet into a Philo- 
e ſopher, and a Philoſopher into a Ma- 
« thematician; and has been known, in 
e ſome Caſes, to entify a Metaphyſician, and 
* make him argue upon real Subſtances ; 
being aſſured, from good Authority, that 
« Lord Bolingbroke wrote an elaborate and 
" well-digeſted Treatiſe upon Hops and 
« Malt.” 

Here Dick deſired him to advance no 
Falſities in Support of ſo ridiculous an Ar- 
gument— And this celebrated Wit had 
the Mortification to find, that though he 
had+.drank+ no Porter that Day, it was 
univerſally agreed he ſtood in no ſort of 
Need of it, either to deaden his Imagina- 


tion, or to check the Exuberance of his 


Fancy. 


M 2 'The 
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The Dutch Merchant, who was poſſeſſed 
of our Hero's Bond, finding that his Con- 
finement rendered him intirely incapable of 
either paying the Money, or even ſupporting. 
himſelf, was prevailed upon to reſtore Dick 
his Liberty, upon Condition of diſcharging 
the Debt by different Payments at certain ſti- 
pulated Times, 


CHAP; 


CHAP. XIX. 


Dick's Authorſhip completely illuſtrated; form- 
ing a general Index to the preſent State of 
IL-LITERATURE, as uſurped by Bookſellers, 
Publiſhers, and Printers. 


IC X's Finances ſtill running very low, 
notwithſtanding his Liberty, and 

having by his late Confinement initiated him- 
ſelf into the preſent State of Politics, he 
thought he was doubly qualified to enter the 
Liſt of controverſial Writers Firſt, as his 
Poverty ſo immediately pointed out to him 
the direct Road to Grub-Street, with every 
Alley, Turning, and Winding (particularly in 
Porridge and) as marked out upon the to- 
pographical Chart of Neceſſity, from theVerge 
of the Court to the Attic Story of Poets 
And ſecondly, as his Abilities in political Con- 

M 3 troverſy 
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troverſy perſuaded him he could illuſtrate any 
Argument, prove or diſprove for any Party, or 


on either Side of any Queſtion that ſhould be 


at any time canvaſſed, inveſtigated, commented 
upon, diſcuſſed, agitated, or fermented. To 
this end he rallied his Forces under proper 
Banners: He had ſtrung a regular Number 
of Arguments, Poſitions, Inferences, and Con- 
quences, to prove that it was impoſlible for 
a Man born on the northern Side of the 
Tweed to be poſſeſſed of any Virtues that 
could diſplay the Hero, qualify the Stateſ- 
man, or dignify the Man; that the ſole In- 
heritance a Scotchman could poſſibly lay claim 


to was Jacobitiſm, Slavery, and the Itch; 


and that therefore all thoſe who endeavoured 
to move eccentrically from either of theſe 
national Points, ſhould be conſidered in the 
ſame Light as the French Aſtronomers do les 
Etoiles errantes, and ranked among the un- 


tractable Phænomena. Theſe he conſidered 


as his popular Forces, and therefore kept 


them well diſciplined, that they might be al- 
ways ready to attempt a Skirmiſh in the Plains 


of Pamp hletiſm, where he had perſuaded him- 
ſelt 
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ſelf that it was impoſſible to fail of Victory, 
when Liberty was written in Capitals upon 
their Standard. On the other hand he had 
muſtered no contemptible Number of Forces 
in Favour of Scotti/h Meaſures and Scottiſh 
Miniſters ; but theſe he conſidered as Merce- 
naries, unable to ſupport themſelves without 
Subſidies pre-ſtipulated with the contracting 
Powers; and therefore kept them in Ambuſh, 
till they ſnould be called out to Action by 
ſuch ſtimulating Influence. Theſe Merce- 
naries, who had for their Standard the Scotch 
Thiſtle, with the Motto of © Point d' Argent, 
4e point de Suiſſe,” publickly eſpouſed the Cauſe 
of the Sovereign, whilſt they in fact only at- 
tempted to advance the Intereſt of the Mi- 
niſter—They fought againſt Licentiouſneſs 
under the Maſk of Liberty, and againſt Self- 
intereſt under the Veil of Fatriotiſm. Their 
fundamental Maxims were, that a Man whoſe 
whole Life had been one continued Scene of 
Vice, could never be the real and diſintereſted 
Champion of religious and civil Liberty ; 
and that he who endeavoured to avail him- 
ſelf of every little Fineſſe of Privilege, as 

: M 4 the 
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the Member of a particular Aſſembly, was 
but an impotent Defender of the Rights and 
Properties of the People in their general Ca- 
pacity; and that ſo far from being the Aſ- 
ſertor and Vindicator of the Religion, Laws, 
and Honour of his Country, he was but 
the Tool of Party and the Firebrand of Se- 

dition. | 
Dick having thus muſtered his Ideas pro 
and con, and alſo met with a venal Book- 
ſeller, who would ſell his Country, nay, his 
GOD, let him fix but the Price, he was not 
deſtitute of Hopes of ſoon reſuming his former 
Appearance, and mortgaging Scotland, and 
all its Appendages, for a new Suit of Cloaths. 
Indeed Dick's Productions met with ſome 
Succeſs, if the Sale of them may be conſi- 
dered in that Light But though Dick could 
digeſt a Thought and run an Argument 
through all its Changes, yet he was far from 
being the happieſt in the World at ſtriking out 
any thing new; and his Bookſeller pronounced 
him the very worſt Writer upon his whole Liſt 
for hitting off a ſtriking Title Dick was 
really no-body, no- body at all for a Title: So 
that 
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that his Boakſeller, who did not a little pique 
himſelf upon this Branch of literary Compoſi- 
tion, was obliged to furniſh him with all the 
Titles that he had to work upon ; and this ne- 
ceſſarily occaſioned no ſmall Drawback on the 
Side of his Receipts, as it was a fundamental 
Maxim with his Bookſeller, that half the Merit 
of the Work, at leaſt, conſiſted in the Title, — 
* Ay (would he ſay) I've known a ſtriking 
Title carry off T'wo Impreſſions, when 
the ſame Work has before laboured under 
an inſignificant one, without being able to 
make its Way for Fifty.” Theſe being his 
Sentiments upon this Head, it is no Wonder 
that a Deduction of Cent. per Cent. ſhould be 
made upon this Score, or that Dick ſhould be 
obliged readily to acquieſce in the exorbitant 
Premium, 

His Bookſeller came to him one Morning, 
and, with Rapture ſparkling in his Eyes, told 
Dick, with no {mall Emphaſis, his Fortune 
was made. Our Hero, with much ſeeming 
Pleaſure, wiſhed him Joy, and aſked him, 
Whether it was by the Death of his Uncle, 
from whom he had great Expectations, or 

whether 


þ _ _— — * L — ” 4% A 
* - * . * 
SE 3 add a ene RA —_ Ov a i "ws b — * 


170 THE PARASITE. 
whether he had got the Ten thouſand Pound 
Prize? No, you Blockhead (he replied) 
it's all the Work of my own Hand. Look 
< there,” ſaid he, throwing down a — 
with this Inſcription; 

COURT PUPPIES. 

WHORES OF QUALITY. 

SCOUNDRELS OF DISTINCTION. | 
* There's Titles for you Ten thouſand of 
« each to a Demonſtration will go off—Nay, 
* I would not change for the Woman of 
* Pleaſure, or Hoyle's Games, Do you go 
* to Work upon them as faſt as you can; 
* but be ſure you get the Court Puppies 
« ready by the King's Birth-Day : Ay, they 
* muſt appear on the Birth-Day, without 
t fail, or elſe every body will be out of Town, 
« and no one will attend to them. As to the 
* Whores of Quality, they will do either in 
Winter or Summer, Town or Country 
© They'll have their Admirers in the Hay- 
& market or Covent-Garden, as well as at Tun- 
& bridge or Scarborough—They'll be a pretty 
« light Summer's Amuſement, and will cer- 


" * tainly take at Brighthelmſlone and the Hot 
4% Tells. 
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« Fells, But be ſure you lay it on thick; do 
not be afraid of offending the Chaſtity of 
the Ladies—It's all a Joke; if it was not 
for Female Readers it would never be worth 
* a Bookſellkr's While to publiſh a Bawdy 
« Novel. And the beſt Time for the Scoun- 
* drels of Diſtinfion to appear will be in No- 
* vember; they'll cut a Figure then, when 
% the World's Attention is fixed upon Politics, 
„Trials, Expulſions, falſe Patriotiſm, and 
*« falſe Honour.” 

In ſaying this he turned ſhort upon his 
Heel, and left Dick to ruminate upon the Sub- 
ject Titles before him, without knowing whe- 
ther he was to introduce real or imaginary 
Characters; whether he might not be proſe- 
cuted, be pilloried, loſe an Ear, or have his 
Works burned by the Hands of the common 
Hangman. 
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CHAP. XX. 


A curious Dialogue that really occurred be- 
tween a Patron and an Author. 


OCTOR Swalkw had laboured in 

the Vineyard of Literature for many 
Months, without having yet been able to get 
a plentiful Vintage, or, indeed, a comfort- 
able Subſiſtence, when a little Piece of his 
made ſome Noiſe in the World, and ſo far 
attracted the Notice of a certain Perſon in 
Power, that he received a Billet, deſiring a 
private Conference. The Doctor acquitted 
himſelf ſo well on this Occaſion, that upon 
a ſecond Viſit which he paid his Lordſhip, a 
very uncommon Dialogue took place; which 
we ſhall preſent the Reader with, as nearly as 


poſlible. 


4 LORD. 
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LORD. 


It is certain, Doctor, you have a good 
Share of Wit—It is a thouſand Pities that 
you ſhould be curſed with that ſatirical Vein 
of abuſing People in Power. 


DOCTOR. 


Neceſſity, my Lord, has no Law: And if 
I were to write Panegyrics, they might rot 
upon my Bookſeller's Shelves, and I and my 
Printer ſtarve with our Good-nature and fine 
Writing. 


LORD. 


So then I find it is not through Prin- 

ciple that you write; but merely for 
Gain. 
DOCTOR. 

Eating, my Lord, is a very predominant 
Paſſion, eſpecially with us Authors, who 
breathe the Air in its utmoſt Purity, be- 
fore it is condenſed in theſe lower Re- 
gions. | 


LORD. 
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LORD. 


But do you think, if you were in a State 
of Eaſe and Independence, you could get the 
better of that ſplenetic Turn of yours, and 
let Mrs and Meaſures take their 
Chance ? | 


DOCTOR. 


Certainly, my Lord, I would prefer Five 
Guineas to writing the greateſt Libel that 
ever was penned. 


LORD. 


If 1 could be aſſured of this, I might, 
hes, put you out of the Caſe of abſo- 
lute Neceſſity for abuſing and beſpattering. 


' DOCTOR. 


Your Lordſhip may rely upon it that 
Scandal is no Paſſion of mine. It is a Com- 
modity I am obliged to deal in, as it is the 
only ſaleable one at the Market of Po- 


litics. 
L 0 RD. 
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' LORD. 


Well, what do you think you could live 
eaſy and comfortable upon, without being 
guilty of any Extravagance ? 


DOCTOR. 


Why, my Lord, I- could not be ſaid to 
be quite ſnug in my Affairs, unleſs I had a 
Couple of Hundreds a Year. 


LORD. 


No—Methinks that is a great deal of 
Money. Do you imagine you get that 
now ? 


DOCTOR. 


No, not to a Certainty, my Lord—But 
what with running in Debt, playing at. 
Hide-and-ſeek, ſhifting of Lodgings with- 
out paying for them, and ſnch-like Expe- 
dients, I believe I don't fall far ſhort. . This 
Year, my Lord, I believe I ſhould clear a 
good deal more, as I am pretty certain the 
Pamphlet 
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Pamphlet now at Preſs will be burned by 
the Hands of the Hangman; and then, vou 
know, we fix our own Price. 


LORD. 


So then I find that this intended Diſ- 
couragement of infamous Books gives them 
a much higher Value ; and that inſtead of 
puniſhing Authors and Bookſellers by theſe 
Means, we only enrich them. 


DOCTOR. 


It is even ſo, my Lord. 
LORD. 


Well, but if we allow you this Penſion 
for your Taciturnity, you muſt give very 
good Security that you will never draw 


your Quill againſt the W any 
more. ä ' 


DOCTOR. 
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DOCTOR. 


My Lord, you may depend upon any Se- 
curity you require. 


And now that we have once more reſcued 
the Doctor from Indigence, and made him 
ſurmount his Misfortunes by Dint of his 
own Merit and Abilities, we ſhould take 
Leave of the Reader for the preſent : But 
as it cannot be ſuppoſed that the Doctor could 
ſo ſuddenly retreat from the Republic of 
Letters without having ſome ſmall Penchant 
for diſplaying his literary Talents, we will not 
ſo far impoſe upon his Patron as to aver 
that he was inſtantaneouſly radically cured 
of thar inveterate and naſty Diſorder the 
CacoETHES SCRIBENDI.—To own the 
Truth, the Doctor did now and then take 
the Pen in Hand ; and as. he was debarred 
writing upon Politics, his next moſt fa- 
vourite Theme neceſſarily occupied his At- 
tention, In one of his ſcribbling Moods 


VOke Me N --= 


bi ood the following Chimes which + 
we preſent the Reader with, as a Speci- 
men of Mr, Swallow's Style and Manner ; 
whereby, if he ſhould chance to be a Cri- 
tic, he may trace out by Analogy other oc- 
caſional Pieces that have been publiſhed by 


the ſame Hand. 


. CHAP, 


4 
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1 | 

\ L H A P. XXI. 
A Diſh of good Eating, cooked uß according 
to Glaſſe, and ether celebrated Artiſts, By 


a Firſt Rate Toad- cater, after Twenty Tears 
P r actice * - 


Ke ING moſt certainly communicates 
the greateſt Nouriſhment our- Bodies 
can receive— Without it we muſt ſoon fall 
into Decay, become emaciated, periſh, die : 
So that we cannot too much employ our 
Thoughts upon ſo eſſential and neceſſary a 
Vocation to our vital Frame. Beſides the 
nutritious Qualities of Eating, there are many 
other that are nearly as ſtimulative to attract 
our Attention; and thoſe which are not the 
{ſmalleſt of theſe Incentitives, are the Gratift- 
cation of our Appetite, and the Titillation 
of our Palate, For though the auſtere Re- 

1 WI 53 
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cluſe, the ſelf-denying Hermit, or the mere 
ſelf-denying Miſer, may rail at Senſuality, 
and attempt to prove that all Men are Brutes 
who live more to eat than eat to live, Glajſe, 
Harris, Bradley, and many other modern 
Philoſophers, have ſo fully exploded ſuch ri- 
diculous Notions, and ſo clearly evinced that 
the good Things of this World were not in 
vain diſpenſed us, but certainly intended as a 
Counterpoiſe to the many Evils and Misfor- 
tunes attendant upon Humanity, that it would 
be ſuperfluous in me to attempt proving that 
the Pride of the one, the Folly of the other, 
and the Avarice of the third, ſupplied the 
Place of all Paſſion, and formed a Creed of 
Doctrine, which had taken Root in propor- 
tion to its Error, and which no Reaſon, no 
Conviction can deracinate. 


Wherefore did Nature pour her Bounties forth, 

With ſuch a full and unwithdrawing Hand, 

Covering the Earth with R Fruits, and 
Flocks, 

Thronging the Seas with Spawn innumerable, 


But all to pleaſe and fate the curious Taſte ? 
And 
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And ſet to work Millions of ſpinning 30 
That in their green Shops weave the ſmooth- 
„„ . Ac 

To deck her Sons; and that no Corner might 

Be vacant of her Plenty, in her own Loins 

She hatch'd th' all-worſhipp'd Ore, and pre- 

cious Gems 

To ſtore her Children with: If all the World 

Should in a Fit of Temp'rance feed on Pulſe, 

Drink the cold Stream, and 1 wear but 
Frize, 

Th' All- Giver would be unthank'd, would be 
unprais'd, 

Not half his Riches known, and yet deſpis'd, 

And we ſhould ſerve him as a grudging Maſter, 

As a penurious Niggard of his Wealth, . 

And live like Nature's Baſtards, not her Sons, 

Who would be quite ſurcharg'd with her own 
Weight, 

And ſtrangled with her wafte Fertility, 

Th' Earth cumber'd and the wing'd Air dark'd 
with Plumes, 

The Herds would over-multitude their Lords, 

The Sea o'erfraught would ſwell, and th” un- 
ſought Diamonds 1 | 

N 3 Would 
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Would ſo imblaze the Forehead of the Deep, 
And ſo beſtud with Stars, that they below 
Would grow inur'd to Light, and come at laſt 


To gaze upon the Sun with ſhameleſs Brows. 
M1LT ON. 


I ſhall not, therefore, at this Time of Day,, 
when ſo much has been written upon goad 
Living in general, and good Eating in parti- 
cular, endeavour to prove its Utility Let 
any Man who has pored only for Three Days x 
over the primitive Fathers, and exerciſcd all 
the cardinal Virtues during that Time in his 
Garret, having but one ſingle Argument of 
a ſmoking Surloin of Beef oppoſed to all 
their Logic, and if he does not become a 
Proſelyte to the Vitriarian Syſtem, I will give 
up the Doctrine, or he muſt ſoon the Ghoſt, 
In a word, Eating carries with it fuch irre- 
fragable Arguments, that few, very few, can 
indeed reſiſt, It has made its Way more, or 
leſs, at all Times and in mo? Countries, from 
the Arctic Circle to the South Pole—lt has 
been adopted by moſt Societies, under moſt 
Reigns, and even the greateſt Tyrants have 
pot been able to baum! it from their Realms, 
: r 
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except in Time of Famine—Ie has been in- 
troduced into moſt Societies—is a funda- 
mental Rule (though no Secret) among the 
Maſons ; and even the barefooted Capuchins 
and Cordeliers have not been able to explode 
it. But it never flouriſhes with ſo much 
Splendor as in a Land of Liberty—England, 
we greet thee as the imperial Seat of good 
Eating and public Scandal !—In theſe what 
Spot, what Clime can equal thee ? 

It is, doubtleſs, to theſe Two peculiar Pri- 
vileges, inherent in Engliſhmen, that we may 
attribute all our Glory, all our Succeſs in the 
late War : For had not the Liberty of the Preſs 
ſo effectually ſhot and removed the Byngian 
Party, and had not our Beef and Pudding add- 
ed ſo effectual a Weight (not of Metal, but) of 
Corpulence to and ſo completely invigorated 
the Navigators of our floating Batteries, we 
might, under the baneful Influence of Soup- 
meagre (if ſuch had been our Lot) have 
puſillanimouſly yielded the Sovereignty of 
the Main to the Gallic Flag, 
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-* To conſider Eating in a phyſical Light, 
we muſt certainly believe that our Bodies 
muſt be nouriſhed proportionably to the Nu- 
triment afforded it ; that the Qualities of our 
Diet muſt be communicated to the Blood ; 
and that by a regular Circulation it muſt, in 
due Courſe of Time, diſpenſe its Qualities to 

the other Juices, thence to the Solids : So 
that in a certain Series of Time our whole 

Bodies muſt be ſtrictly analagous to the Food 
we receive. Upon this Principle then every 
one who pays a proper Attention to his im- 
mediate and perſonal Welfare, will, doubt- 
leſs, conſider good Eating as the moſt eſſential 
Object of our Lives, as the moſt important 
Subject of our Meditations. To illuſtrate 
this till farther, it requires but little Appli- 
cation to the animal World to obſerve they 
thrive and flouriſh in proportion to the Good- 
neſs and Qualities of their Food : So in hu- 
man Life we ſeldom or never fee Poverty and 
Diſtreſs attended- with roſeate Health, ear- 
ful Looks, and blooming Air—Nay, the Poor 
and Needy conſtantly indicate, by the Coarſe- 

* f neſs 
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neſs of their Skins, the Indelicacy of their 
Perſons, and the Noxiouſneſs of their Efflu - 
vias, the nauſeous Diet which juſt affords 
them Exiſtence—But look into the Ruelles of 
the delicate Females of Faſhion, who never 
touch aught but white Meats, and the Nice- 
ties of Nature; obſerve the Beauty of their 
Complexions, the Softneſs of their Skins, 
the Odour of their Breaths, and you would 
imagine them another Species of Beings ; at 
leaſt that the firſt were Earthen Ware, and 
theſe the genuine Aſiatic Porcelaine, 


Our worthy Citizens of London, with great 
Propriety as the Governors of the Metro- 
polis, take peculiar Care, on all Occaſions, to 
demonſtrate their Sentiments upon this noble, 
this patriotic Subject; I mean good Eating. 
They ſtand forth ſtriking Examples to all 
minor Corporations, who, as Bodies Politic 
as well as Corporate, ſhould be peculiarly 
tenacious of this great and fundamental Pri- 
vilege (which certainly was intended to be 
comprized in Magna Charta) leſt any wicked 


Miniſter might, by Scottifo or other Influence, 
extracting | 
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extracting his ceconomical and parſimonious 
Notions from the famiſhed Borean Moun- 
tains, endeavour to circumſcribe this great, 
this national Prerogative . But as it cannot 
be ſuppoſed many of the diſtant Boroughs in 
the Weſt and North of England can be ſo 
well acquainted with the Rules and Principles 
of good Eating in all its extenſive Branches, 
and as ſo many Volumes are neceſſary to be 
overhawled for extracting the Quinteſſence 
of Weſtphalia Hams, or turtellizing Calves- 
Heads, cum multis aliis, &c.—Having for up- 
wards of Twenty Years practiſed the noble 
and almoſt royal Science of Toad-eating, I 
have ſelected and compiled a regular Syſtem, 
which will be of infinite Service to initiate | 
all Novices into the Art, Myſtery, and Call- 
ing of good Eating; which I ſhall ſhortly 
publiſh in Folio, with Plates of all ſuch exo- 
tic Diſhes as have been imported ſince the 
Revolution, That an Idea of my general 


—- 


— 
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* We are ſorry to find the Doctor's want of Prudence 
ſo early demonſtrate itſelf, notwithſtanding the Aſiurances 
he had ſo lately given his Lordſhip, | : 4 

| | Plan 


THE PARASITE. 187 


Plan may be formed, I ſhall here ſet down 
the Heads of ſome of the principal Chapters ; 
and as I doubt not ſoon to obtain ſome 
thouſand Subſcribers, the Work will be ſent 
to. Preſs, and publiſhed with all convenient 
Speed, 

CHAF Hb 


Good Eating a complex Idea of mixed 
Modes, defined according to Mr. Locke. 


CHAP. IT. 


Rules for A Grace at a City Feaſt— 
tucking in the Napkin, laying in Ambuſh for 
| Veniſon Fat, the procuring of warm Plates, 


and ſecuring Currant Jelly. By an eminent 
Hand. 


CHAP. U. 


The cheapeſt and moft expeditious Me- 
thod of fattening an Alderman fit to take the 
Chair—Founded upon Monſieur Cochon's Sy- 
ſtem of fattening Turkeys in Coops —Shewing 
the Utility of cramming with Forcemeat. 


. CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


A ſhort Diſſertation upon bolting Cuſtard 


upon Emergency, and the ſafeſt Way of 
Digeſtion. 


EUASD VA 


A ſpecific Preſervative againſt Apoplexies. 
Very neceſſary to be taken by all Members of 
Corporations before Dinner. This is the 
genuine Tincture of Sage-Valerian, diſco- 
vered by the learned and renowned Doctor 
Johannes Montano, A. B. C. D. E. F. G. H. 
I. K. L. M. N. O. P. Q., R. 8. { Anglice ) 
Member of all Societies and Academies in 
Europe, Aſia, Africa, and America, and 
Phyſician in Gray to the Emperor of 
Abiſſinia, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VI. 


A new Syſtem of devouring 'Turtle in all 
its various Forms; from the original Ma- 
nuſcript of John Cayenne, Eſq; the Creo- 
lian, who firſt introduced this great Addi- 
tion to Engliſh Luxury into this King- 
dom. | 


CHAP. VI. 


A certain Rule for preventing Indigeſtion, 
andrecovering of loſt Appetite. The moſt ef- 
ficacious Method of taking Whets ; and a 
{mall Comment upon the Utility of Cly- 
ſters. By a Common Council-man of the 
City of London. 


| APPENDIX. 
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APPENDIX. 


| LN whole Art of Toad-eating made eaſy 
to the meaneſt Capacity. Containing the 
propereſt Means of Introduction to great 
Tables, the eſſential Precautions to be ob- 
ſerved there; the Neceſlity of Complaiſance, 


Forbearance, Patience, Conceſſion, Rules 


for Smiling, Laughing, and Approbation ; 
with the proper Behaviour to Servants, &c. 
To which are ſubjoined, ſome excellent 
and practical Obſervations upon a Jaunt to 
Blactkwall to eat White Beat, and a Trip to 
Frankfort upon the Oder to taſte Sour Crout 
in its genuine Perfection. Selected from the 
original MSS; of Sir Fohn Guzzle, Mynheer 
Van Draken Snuken, the celebrated' walking 
Webb of itinerant Memory, and other great 
Authorities. 
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